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Pesticide Handler Run Over by Tractor 

Industry: Farm supplies merchant wholesalers 

Task: Attempting to access cab of moving tractor. 

Occupation: Pesticide handler 

Type of Incident: Tractor-related/run over 

SHARP Report No.: 71-131-2014s 
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 On October 15, 2013, a 34-year-old agricultural pesticide handler died when he was run 
over by a tractor.  
 On the day of the incident, there were two workers employed by different employers 
who were working to apply a soil fumigant pesticide to a field. One worker was a certified pesticide 
handler (victim) whose task was to load the fumigant from stationary field tanks into trailer-mounted 
tanks being pulled by tractors. He had been at this site for about a week. The other worker was a 
tractor operator/pesticide applicator who was operating a tracked tractor pulling a 1,600-gallon 
trailer-mounted pesticide tank to fumigate his employer’s fields.  
 The two workers started work at 1:30 p.m. and were scheduled to work to 11:30 that 
evening. At about 7:20, the victim exited his parked pickup truck on the edge of a field and walked 
toward the tractor, which was actively applying fumigant. He did not communicate with the operator. 
As it was dark and the victim was not wearing a high visibility vest, the tractor operator did not see 
the victim approaching the moving tractor until he was a short distance away. He began to slow the 
tractor from about 5.5 mph to 5 mph. The victim approached the tractor’s left side and reached for 
the cab access ladder handrail and attempted to place his left foot on the ladder’s bottom step. As 
he was attempting to mount the ladder of the moving tractor, his right leg was caught by the left 
rear track and he was pulled under and run over by the track.  
 Investigators determined that the victim had previously ridden along with the operator, 
but he had entered the operator’s cab only when the tractor was stationary after the victim had 
refilled the tractor’s pesticide tank. The tractor operator’s manual stated that the extra seat in the 
cab is to be used only for instructional and service diagnosing purposes. 
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Incident scene where the victim attempted to 
climb the tractor’s cab access ladder and was run 
over by the moving left rear track. 

Track that ran 
over victim. 
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Requirements 
• Provide employee safety education and training 

programs which include information about tractor and 
other agricultural equipment hazards and safe work 
practices.  

     See WAC 296-307-018(6). 
• Develop a written accident prevention program tailored 

to the needs of your agricultural operation and to the 
types of hazards involved.  

     See WAC 296-307-030(2). 
• The manufacturer’s instruction manual must be the 

source of information for the safe operation of field 
equipment.  

     See WAC296-307-076(2).  
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Recommendations 

• Never attempt to get on a moving tractor or other 
agricultural equipment. 

• Do not ride along with equipment operators unless 
there is an operational need, such as operator 
training or service diagnosing.   

• Establish and use methods of communication with 
equipment operators when approaching equipment 
or working in the vicinity. 
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Incident scene showing tractor with trailer-mounted 
pesticide tank and other attachments. 
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Incident tractor viewed from its right side 
(opposite the side of the tractor where the victim 
attempted to climb the cab access ladder). 
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Developed by Washington State Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (FACE) 
Program and the Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH), Washington State 
Dept. of Labor & Industries. The FACE Program is supported in part by a grant from the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH grant# 5 U60 
OH008487-09). For more information, contact the Safety and Health Assessment and 
Research for Prevention (SHARP) Program, 1-888-667-4277.  

Statewide Statistics: This was number 39 of 52 work-related fatalities in Washington State 
during 2013, and was number 5 of 6 agriculture-related fatalities. 
 
This bulletin was developed to alert employers and employees of a tragic loss of life of a worker 
in Washington State and is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent final 
determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the 
fatality.  
 
 
Please help us improve FACE publications by taking a 1-minute survey at WA FACE survey.com  

http://pro23.sgizmo.com/survey.php?SURVEY=ZWPNQ1F2NV6WKSSW3U6JW81Y85F6BA-306674-184569701&pswsgt=1329417457&sg_g=58071b34b7aad97bb68bb2eb1ea2b311&_csg=34P0sH.PbeTSY&notice=DO-NOT-DISTRIBUTE-THIS-LINK
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