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Surprise sweeps snaring unregistered contractors 

L&I has launched its third year of surprise sweeps to catch unregistered contractors. 

Contractor compliance inspectors conducted the sweeps in Yakima and Walla Walla 
in April. 

During the sweeps, inspectors converge in a selected area and pay unannounced 
visits to dozens of worksites on weekend days and evenings. They look for 
contractors who aren’t registered at all with the state, and for those who aren’t 
registered for the work they are caught doing. Violators are cited with an infraction 
that carries a $1,000 fine on the first offense. 

Inspectors often discover additional problems, such as safety hazards and unpaid 
workers’ comp accounts. They refer those cases to other L&I programs. 

“The underground economy is active well beyond the regular work week. So is 

L&I,” said Dean Simpson, L&I’s chief of contractor compliance. “Legitimate 
contractors tell us these sweeps are raising awareness throughout the industry that 
you can be cited if you’re not following the rules – even on weekends.” 

Sweeps will continue elsewhere through the year. Here are preliminary results: 

Yakima sweep, April 4 and 5. Visited 18 sites, checked 34 contractors. Issued six 
infractions. Made one collections, one minor worker and three audit referrals.  
 
Walla Walla sweep, April 26 and 27. Visited 24 sites; checked 61 contractors, nine 
plumbers and two electricians. Issued four citations. Made one audit and one safety 
referrals. Referred four contractors – owing a total of $51,514 – to collections. 

 

Advisory group helps L&I fight underground economy 

An advisory committee that’s helping state agencies fight the underground economy 
is beginning to see results. 
 
At their April 15 meeting in Tumwater, members of the Construction Underground 
Economy Advisory Committee learned how L&I is implementing their earlier 
recommendations. Among the highlights: 

 L&I auditors received training earlier this year on how to clearly and 
consistently apply independent contractor laws in workers’ compensation. 

 L&I is developing a new online tool to make it easier to report suspected 
fraud by contractors. Watch for www.ReportAContractor.Lni.wa.gov this 
summer. 

 L&I compliance inspectors are developing stiffer penalties for contractors who 
repeatedly break contractor registration laws. 
 

For a complete list of committee recommendations and implementation plans, contact 
Allison Drake at drad235@Lni.wa.gov.  

http://www.reportacontractor.lni.wa.gov/
mailto:drad235@Lni.wa.gov


To subscribe to “On the Level” contact EmployerFraud@Lni.wa.gov, Have story ideas or questions? Contact debby.abe@Lni.wa.gov.  

 

Of Mariners, Mike Holmes and ProtectMyHome.net 

The next time you’re watching a Mariners game on TV, be on the lookout for L&I.  

In the commercials, that is. L&I is publicizing its ProtectMyHome.net website during 
selected Mariners games in June. We’re airing commercials featuring TV personality 
and contractor Mike Holmes. Holmes has starred in several cable TV shows, 
including Holmes on Homes, in which he repairs home improvement disasters caused 
by bad contractors.   

In the L&I ad, Holmes urges homeowners to “Hire Smart” when considering a 
contractor for their home. “Ask to see their registration, check their references and 
never, ever pay in full until the job is done,” he says in part. 
 
ProtectMyHome.net educates consumers about the advantages of hiring registered 
contractors, and includes a link to verify registration.  It’s a way to enlist homeowners 
in the fight against the underground economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunny days signal start of paving scam season 

Each spring and summer, asphalt paving scammers swarm into neighborhoods, 
offering to repave or spread gravel on driveways and parking lots at bargain prices. 
Using high-pressure sales tactics, they commonly inflate the price once the job is 
done. They often aren't registered, and the quality of their work and materials is poor. 
 
L&I investigates when property owners report such cases. Recently, for instance, 
consumers have told L&I about a street paver that's doing shoddy work in Clark and 
Cowlitz counties. The contractor isn’t registered, leaving customers little recourse.  
 
In a separate case, criminal charges are pending from an L&I investigation in 
Snohomish County. A paving contractor there faces upset homeowners and multiple 
counts of unregistered contracting, doing business without workers’ comp insurance 
and false reporting by an employer.  
 
If you suspect fraud, report it at www.Lni.wa.gov or call us at 1-888-811-5974.  

 

Free to contractors: Marketing business cards  

Teach customers the value of hiring registered contractors by handing them an L&I 
registered contractor card. 
It works! One contractor told L&I that giving prospective customers these cards 
virtually eliminated his competition from unregistered contractors. 
The business-size cards: 

 Give the website to verify contractor registration – www.ProtectMyHome.net. 
 Include blank spaces for business name, contractor registration number and 

Washington business license number. 
 Can be downloaded at www.Lni.wa.gov and searching for Registered 

Contractor Card. Or can be mailed to you via U.S.P.S. by emailing your 
request to: Shari.purves-reiter@Lni.wa.gov.  
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