
 

RULE-MAKING ORDER CR-103P (May 2009) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency:    
Department of Labor and Industries Permanent Rule Only 
Effective date of rule: 
 Permanent Rules 

 31 days after filing.  
 Other (specify) August 3, 2015 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
   Yes          No          If Yes, explain:        
 

Purpose 
     It is necessary that DOSH update its rules in order to comply with OSHA mandate and remain as effective as OSHA in 

light of their adoption of the United Nations Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling Chemicals, 
effective May 25, 2012 (29 CFR 1910.1200, Hazard Communication, Toxic and Hazardous Substances). OSHA has 
stipulated a staggered implementation period ending June 1, 2016, by which point the necessary amendments to affected 
DOSH rules must be adopted.  

 
     This adoption, which constitutes Phase 1 of 2, will amend the following sections in order to clarify to whom, when, and 

how the new rule changes apply during the staggered implementation period ending June 1, 2016: 
 
     Chapter 296-307-006 WAC, What does this chapter cover?; Chapter 296-307-550 WAC, Employer chemical hazard 

communication Introduction; Chapter 296-307-560 WAC, Scope; Chapter 296-800-17005 WAC, Develop, implement, 
maintain, and make available a written Chemical Hazard Communication Program; and Chapter 296-839-100 WAC, 
Scope 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Citation of existing rules affected by this order: 
    Repealed: 0 
    Amended: 5 
    Suspended: 0 

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 49.17.010, RCW 49.17.040, RCW 49.17.050, RCW 49.17.060 

  

Other authority : Chapter 49.17 RCW 

 

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 15-08-072 on March 31, 2015 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:   

 
Adopted as proposed. 
 

 
If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting:  N/A 

Date adopted: 

June 16, 2015 
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Joel Sacks 
 

SIGNATURE 
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Director 
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Note:    If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category.   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

 
Federal statute:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Federal rules or standards:  New        Amended 5  Repealed        

Recently enacted state statutes:  New        Amended        Repealed        

           

           

 
 
 
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 
 

  New        Amended 5  Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted using: 
 

Negotiated rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Pilot rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Other alternative rule making:  New        Amended 5  Repealed        
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Hazard Communication/Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling Chemicals 

(GHS) 

 

 

WAC 296-307-006 What does this chapter cover? 

 In subsection (2), corrected title of Chapter 296-62 WAC by changing “general occupational 

health rules” to “General occupational health standards,” and immediately following added, “and 

Chapter 296-901 WAC, Globally harmonized system for hazard communication.” 

 

WAC 296-307-550 Employer chemical hazard communication – Introduction. 

 In the first note of this section added a 3rd bullet containing the following language and table: 

 
Chapter 296-307-550, Part Y-1 WAC, Employer Chemical Hazard Communication, has been 
changed and replaced by Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication.  However, there a 
several implementations dates which are listed below and during the transitions employers can 
comply with this chapter or Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication until completion of 
the each effective date. 
 

Effective Completion Date Requirement(s) Who 
June 1, 2014  Train employees on the new label elements 

and safety data sheet (SDS) format. 
Employers 

June 1, 2015  

December 1, 2015 

Compliance with all modified provisions of 

this final rule, except:  
The Distributor shall not ship containers 
labeled by the chemical manufacturer or 
importer unless it is a GHS label 

Chemical manufacturers, importers, 
distributors and employers 

June 1, 2016 Update alternative workplace labeling and 
hazard communication program as necessary, 
and provide additional employee training for 
newly identified physical or health hazards. 

Employers 

Transition Period to the effective 
completion dates noted above. 

May comply with the applicable requirements 

in the following rules: 
Chapter 296-307, Part Y-1, Employer 

Chemical Hazard Communication.  

Chapter 296-307, Part Y-2, Material Safety 
Data Sheets and Label Preparation.  
Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard 
Communication.   

Chemical manufacturers, importers, 
distributors, and employers 

 

 

WAC 296-307-560 Scope. 

 In the note added a 3rd bullet containing the following language and table: 

 

Chapter 296-307-560, Part Y-2 WAC, Material Safety Data Sheets and Label Preparation, has 

been changed and replaced by Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication.  However, there a 

several implementations dates which are listed below and during this transition employer can 

comply with this chapter or Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication until completion of 

the each effective date 

 
Effective Completion Date Requirement(s) Who 
June 1, 2014  Train employees on the new label elements 

and safety data sheet (SDS) format. 
Employers 
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June 1, 2015  

December 1, 2015 

Compliance with all modified provisions of 
this final rule, except:  
The Distributor shall not ship containers 
labeled by the chemical manufacturer or 
importer unless it is a GHS label 

Chemical manufacturers, importers, distributors 
and employers 

June 1, 2016 Update alternative workplace labeling and 
hazard communication program as 
necessary, and provide additional employee 
training for newly identified physical or 
health hazards. 

Employers 

Transition Period to the 
effective completion dates 
noted above. 

May comply with the applicable 

requirements in the following rules: 
Chapter 296-307, Part Y-1, Employer 

Chemical Hazard Communication 

(Agriculture)  
Chapter 296-307, Part Y-2, Material Safety 

Data Sheets and Label Preparation.   
Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard 
Communication.   

Chemical manufacturers, importers, distributors, 
and employers 

 

 

WAC 296-800-17005 Develop, implement, maintain, and make available a written Chemical 

Hazard Communication Program. 

 Added a note at the bottom of this section containing the following language and table: 

 
Chapter 296-800-170 WAC, Employer Chemical Hazard Communication rule has been changed 
and replaced by Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication.  However, there a several 
implementations dates which are listed below and during this transition employer can comply with 
this chapter or Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication until completion of each effective 
date.   
 

Effective Completion Date Requirement(s) Who 
June 1, 2014  Train employees on the new label elements 

and safety data sheet (SDS) format. 
Employers 

June 1, 2015  

December 1, 2015 

Compliance with all modified provisions of 

this final rule, except:  
The Distributor shall not ship containers 
labeled by the chemical manufacturer or 
importer unless it is a GHS label 

Chemical manufacturers, importers, distributors 
and employers 

June 1, 2016 Update alternative workplace labeling and 
hazard communication program as 
necessary, and provide additional employee 
training for newly identified physical or 
health hazards. 

Employers 

Transition Period to the 
effective completion dates 
noted above. 

May comply with the applicable 
requirements in the following rules: 

Chapter 296-800-170 WAC, Employer 

Chemical Hazard Communication 
Chapter 296-839 WAC, Content and 

Distribution of Material Safety Data Sheets 

(MSDSs) and Label Information    
Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard 
Communication.   

Chemical manufacturers, importers, distributors, 
and employers 
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WAC 296-839-100 Scope. 

 Added a second bullet to the note containing the following language and table: 

 
Chapter 296-839 WAC, Content and distribution of material safety data sheets (MSDS) and label 
information, has been updated to Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication.  During the 
transition of the implementation dates below, employers can comply with this chapter or Chapter 
901-140 WAC, Hazard Communication, until completion of the each effective date.       
 

Effective Completion Date Requirement(s) Who 
June 1, 2014  Train employees on the new label elements 

and safety data sheet (SDS) format. 
Employers 

June 1, 2015  

December 1, 2015 

Compliance with all modified provisions of 

this final rule, except:  
The Distributor shall not ship containers 
labeled by the chemical manufacturer or 
importer unless it is a GHS label 

Chemical manufacturers, importers, 
distributors and employers 

June 1, 2016 Update alternative workplace labeling and 
hazard communication program as 
necessary, and provide additional employee 
training for newly identified physical or 
health hazards. 

Employers 

Transition Period to the 
effective completion dates 
noted above. 

May comply with the applicable 

requirements in the following rules: 
Chapter 296-800-170 WAC, Employer 

Chemical Hazard Communication 

Chapter 296-839 WAC, Content and 
Distribution of Material Safety Data Sheets 

(MSDSs) and Label Information    
Chapter 901-140 WAC, Hazard 
Communication.   

Chemical manufacturers, importers, 
distributors, and employers 
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