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Timber Cutter Killed When Struck by Alder Snag Top 

Task: Hand falling      Occupation: Cutter      Release Date: 2020 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logging Injury Alert 

In September 2015, a 49-year-old cutter with over 20 years of experience died after he was struck in the torso 

by an alder top. The victim had just felled a 14-inch diameter alder, which was five feet from the base of an 

adjacent alder that had a broken top. The cutter seemed to be unaware that the tree that he previously felled was 

potentially limb bound with the broken snag top. As he went to start facing up the alder with the broken top in 

it, the 15-foot long by 9-inch diameter broken top came free and fell about 45 feet from the standing tree, 

striking the cutter on his left side as he was bent over, causing fatal injuries. 

 

Safety Requirements 

 The person in charge of cutting crews must regularly inspect the work of the cutting crews and is responsible to ensure the work 

is performed in a proper and safe manner. See WAC 296-54-539(8). 

  Before falling or bucking, conditions such as, but not limited to, snow and ice accumulation, the wind, the lean of tree, dead 

limbs, and the location of other trees, must be evaluated by the cutter and precautions taken so a hazard is not created for an 

employee. Accumulations of snow and ice that may create a hazard for an employee must be removed before beginning falling 

in the area, or the area must be avoided. See WAC 296-54-539(2). 

  One worker must not fall a tree or danger tree when the assistance of another worker is necessary to minimize the risk of injury 

caused by overhead hazards, loose bark, or interlocked limbs, conditions of the tree, terrain or cutting conditions.                   

See WAC 296-54-539(11). 

Recommended Safe Practices  

  Always make a thorough risk assessment of hazards in your work area. 

 Always utilize available escape paths once a tree is committed to its fall, and remain at a safe distance from the stump until all      

disturbances have settled before proceeding to the next tree. 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Randy Clark and Christina Rappin, WA State Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (FACE) Program and the Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH), WA State Dept. of 

Labor & Industries. The WA FACE Program is supported in part by a grant from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH grant# 5U60OH008487). 

Photo 2 

Location of the cutter (“X”) when he 

was struck by the limb bound alder top. 

Stump of the tree that the cutter had felled and the 

alder in which he had begun to make an under cut. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=296-54-539
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=296-54-539
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=296-54-539
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Logging Safety Training 

Attendance Roster 

 

Date: __________        Subject: _______________________       Location: ___________________ 

Trainer: ____________________                                       Trainer title: _______________________ 

 
Safety training attendance roster reviewed by __________________________date______________ 
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