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Ladder Safety Checklist 

Date: 

Employer/Business: 

Completed By (Name/Title): 

Job Location: 

Length of Ladder: 

Ladders, Portable and Fixed    WAC 296-876 Yes No N/A 
Have all employees received training from a competent person to recognize ladder 
hazards and the procedures to minimize these hazards? 876-15005 
Has the right ladder been selected for the job?  876-40005 
Has the ladder been inspected for defects, cracks, corrosion, and are bolts and rivets 
secure?  876-30005 
Have unsafe ladders been tagged and removed from service?  876-30005(4) 
Has the ladder been placed away from overhead electrical wires?  876-40035 
Is a non-conductive ladder (e.g. fiberglass) in use if there is any chance of contact with 
electricity?  876-40035(1) 
Do the ladder’s feet work properly and have slip-resistant pads?  876-30005(1) 
Has the ladder been placed away from exit doors and/or away from the path of 
pedestrians or vehicle traffic? If placed in front of a door ― is the door open or locked 
shut?  
876-40010
Has the ladder been placed on firm, level footing and is there rigid support for the top of 
the ladder?  876-40020 
Is the load the ladder is supporting within the manufacture’s duty rating?  876-40005(2) 
Are the stepladder legs completely open and the spreader brace bars locked?  
876-40020
Are ladder rungs, shoes, and boots clean of substances that would make climbing the 
ladder slippery or hazardous?  876-40025 
Have employees been instructed to climb higher or move the ladder closer to the area 
where they are working if they are beginning to reach above their heads or lean out past 
the ladder rails?  876-40040 
Does the ladder extend three feet above the landing when employees must climb off the 
ladder at an upper level?  876-40030(1) 
Are employees instructed to never stand on the top step or top cap?  876-40050 

Orchard Ladders  WAC 296-307 
Do the warning labels on step and orchard ladders clearly state that the top step and top 
cap are not to be used as a step?  307-05505(3) 
Are the orchard ladders being used less than sixteen feet?  307-05505(1) 
Are employees instructed not to step off the ladder onto branches of trees except onto 
the main crotch?  307-05505(4)  
Does the ladder have appropriate feet for the surface on which it will be used on? 
307-05507(4)
If the ladder being used is wooden ladder, is it coated with suitable protective material? 
307-05507(3)
When ladders are exposed to excessive heat, are they visually inspected for damage 
and tested for deflection and strength characteristics?  307-055(1)(b) 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-876-40040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-876-40030
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-876-40050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307-05505
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307-05505
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307-05505
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307-05507
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307-05507
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=296-307-055

	Date: 
	Employer/Business:: 
	Completed by (Name/Title):: 
	Job Location:: 
	Length of Ladder:: 
	Have all employees received training from a competent person to recognize ladder hazards and the procedures to minimize these hazards?: Off
	Has the right ladder been selected for the job?: Off
	Has the ladder been inspected for defects, cracks, corrosion, and are bolts and rivets secure?: Off
	Have unsafe ladders been tagged and removed from service?: Off
	Has the ladder been placed away from overhead electrical wires?: Off
	Is a non-conductive ladder (e: 
	g: 
	 fiberglass) in use if there is any chance of contact with electricity?: Off


	Do the ladder’s feet work properly and have slip-resistant pads?: Off
	Has the ladder been placed away from exit doors and/or away from the path of pedestrians or vehicle traffic? If placed in front of a door ― is the door open or locked shut?: Off
	Is the load the ladder is supporting within the manufacture’s duty rating?: Off
	Are the stepladder legs completely open and the spreader brace bars locked?: Off
	Are ladder rungs, shoes, and boots clean of substances that would make climbing the ladder slippery or hazardous?: Off
	Have employees been instructed to climb higher or move the ladder closer to the area where they are working if they are beginning to reach above their heads or lean out past the ladder rails?: Off
	Does the ladder extend three feet above the landing when employees must climb off the ladder at an upper level?: Off
	Are employees instructed to never stand on the top step or top cap?: Off
	Do the warning labels on step and orchard ladders clearly state that the top step and top cap are not to be used as a step?: Off
	Are the orchard ladders being used less than sixteen feet?: Off
	Are employees instructed not to step off the ladder onto branches of trees except onto the main crotch?: Off
	Does the ladder have appropriate feet for the surface on which it will be used on?: Off
	If the ladder being used is wooden ladder, is it coated with suitable protective material?: Off
	When ladders are exposed to excessive heat, are they visually inspected for damage and tested for deflection and strength characteristics?: Off
	Has the ladder been placed on firm, level footing and is there rigid support for the top of the ladder?: Off
	Reset: 


