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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat on Thursday, July 30,
2026, at 9:00 a.m via Zoom an Electrical Board Meeting
was hel d before Rachel Wod, Washington State Certified
St enographic Reporter, residing at Victoria, B.C
WHEREUPON t he foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had, to

Wt

* * * * %

CHAIR JENKINS: It is July 30, 2026, at

approximately 9:02 a.m | would like to bring the
Washi ngton Electrical Board neeting to order.

As a note for all attendants, this nmeeting is
t aki ng place over Zoomplatform | would ask all
i ndividuals in the neeting, unless board nembers, turn
off your caneras and nute your m crophones until you are
cal | ed upon.

Further, we have a court reporter taking everything
down, and the renote nature of this neeting makes it
| nperative that only one person is speaking. | also ask
you identify yourself prior to speaking so the court
reporter can properly attribute your conments to the

record.
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G ven that, thank you all for attending, and Board
Menbers for taking time out of your days to be here,
especially in the summertine. 1It's hard to get to these
meetings. | appreciate that.

At this tine, | would have the Board Menbers pl ease
unnute your mcs. And we are pleased to wel cone sone
new nenbers to the Electrical Board today. To help
everyone get acquainted, we will start by doing a rol
call. Wwen | call your nane, please state your ful
name and then the Board position you currently hold.
Going of f our list here.

W will see -- Jack Knottingham are you avail able

t oday.

(No response.)

CHAIR JENKINS: | think he commented he may not
be here today.
Erick Lee?
BOARD MEMBER LEE: Present. Position
representing el ectricians.
Jason, did you want spelling?
CHAIR JENKINS: | think the court reporter has a
copy of that, so we are good. Thank you very mnuch for

bei ng here.
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Brian McCance?
BOARD MEMBER MCCANCE: Brian MCance
Looki ng up the Board position.
CHAIR JENKINS: | believe you're the

contractor position, correct?

BOARD MEMBER MCCANCE: That's it. Yes.

CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you very mnuch.

Rosel ynn M tchel | ?

BOARD MEMBER M TCHELL: Here. And | too am not
sure of the position | hold.
CHAIR JENKINS: | believe you are the |inenman

position on the Board.
BOARD MEMBER M TCHELL: Thank you.
CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you.

And Charles Myers? D d you nake it here today?
BOARD MEMBER MYERS: Charles Myers, present. |

hold a contracting position on the Board.
CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you very mnuch.
M ke Nord?
BOARD MEMBER NORD: Present. | hold
t el econmuni cations position.
CHAIR JENKINS: Perfect.

James Tunel son?

her e.

el ectri cal

t he

BOARD MEMBER TUMELSON: Good norning, everyone.
Janes Tunel son. Building and fire official, Cty of
Page 6
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Edgewood.
CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you so very nuch
Board Menber Kerry Cox?
BOARD MEMBER COX: Kerry Cox is present.
tel ecom contractor position.
CHAIR JENKINS: Perfect.
Board Menber Kevin Davis?
BOARD MEMBER DAVI S: Kevin Davis present.
Snohom sh County PUD, utility position,
CHAI R JENKINS: Perfect.
St ephen Entrekin?

(No response.)

CHAIR JENKINS: Ivan |saacson.

BOARD MEMBER | SAACSON:  Good norning, |van
| saacson here. | hold the manufacturer's seat on
El ectrical Board.

CHAIR JENKINS: Gregory Johnson?

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:  Gregory Johnson,
el ectrical engineer/RCDD position.

CHAI R JENKINS: Perfect,

Jason Jenkins, electrical seat, electrician

chair of the Board. And our secretary, Randy Bar

SECRETARY BARNES: Ch, sorry. Randy Barnes,

| hold

t he

seat,

nes.
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secretary of the Board.

CHAIR JENKINS: Also chair -- chief.

SECRETARY BARNES: Al so Chief Electrical
| nspect or.

CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.

And our counsel, Ben Bl ohow ak.

MR, BLOHOW AK:  Benj am n Bl ohow ak, Assi stant

Attorney Ceneral. Counsel to the Washington State

El ectrical Board.

| NTROCDUCTI ON OF NEW CHI EF ELECTRI CAL | NSPECTOR
AND BOARD SECRETARY

CHAIR JENKINS: Perfect. W are al nost
conpletely represented, alnost. Al right.

So, also, didn't catch you beforehand, |'d also
give a couple mnutes to the Board secretary, our new
chief. If you would like to take the floor and
I ntroduce yourself to the Board as our new chief and our
new secretary.

SECRETARY BARNES: Thank you. Randy Bar nes,
el ectrical chief, and new board secretary. As of about
a nonth ago, Wayne retired officially, Wayne Ml esworth,
and | took his spot.

The timng of this neeting is fantastic because
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this is also Public Service Recognition Wek, so | would
| i ke to take a couple mnutes to thank all people who
make this possible. W would not be in this spot if it
were not for the entire electrical team and custoner
service and people who laid the foundation of this
program before us. An official shout-out to them
woul d not be here at all, and nmost of us would not be.
Thank you, and | |ook forward to working with you.
CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.
| talked to you earlier, but do you have sonebody

or would you like to do a safety nessage?

SAFETY MESSAGE

SECRETARY BARNES: Yeah. | can do the safety
message.

Anybody who lives in Eastern Washi ngton or Central
Washi ngton knows we are officially in fire season. It
becones pretty critical that you pay attention to apps
that we have, free apps to check air quality index, both
for exposure to snoke and fire and the extent of the
things those can do to people. Review those for your
wor kers. And pl ease nake sure you have things |ike N95
masks or reduce exposure to the snoke.

The other part of this is know ng and checking
Page 9
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regul arly evacuation, areas that are regularly under
evacuation, and evacuation routes for your staff or
wor kers or yourselves that live in those areas or have
to travel
CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.
And, for the record, we do have a quorum so noving
on to our next item which is our approval of the

transcript.

APPROVE TRANSCRI PT FROM APRI L 30, 2026
ELECTRI CAL BOARD MEETI NG

CHAIR JENKINS: Can | get a notion to approve the
transcripts of the neeting of April 30, 20267

BOARD MEMBER NORD: Board Menber Nord, notion.

CHAIR JENKINS: We have a notion. Do we have a
second?

BOARD MEMBER | SAACSON:  Board Menber |saacson
second.

CHAIR JENKINS: W have a notion and a second.
Any di scussi on?

Heari ng none -- oh, someone piping in there? Oh,

okay. That's one reason | do not |ike online neetings.

Al'l in favor of the notion, say "aye."
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(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI R JENKINS: And any opposed? Mdtion passes.

APPEALS: BRECHTECH I NC & MARVI N BRECHT:
ELYOD03691, ELYCOD03692, ELYOD03693, ELYOD03694

CHAIR JENKINS: So noving on to our next nunber
for appeals, and | think it's Brechtech, Incorporated
and Marvin Brecht.

The matter before us today is the appeal in the
matter of Brechtech and Marvin Brecht, Docket Nunber
01-2025-LI-02347. This hearing is being held pursuant
and due to proper notice and interest to all parties,
and proceeding via Zoomon July 30, 2026 at
approxi mately 9:10 a. m

This is an appeal fromthe proposed decision and
order issued by the Ofice of Adm nistrative Hearings on
August 13, 2025. It's ny understanding the decision
affirnmed citations and notices ELYOD03691, ELYOD03692,
ELYOD03693, and ELYOD03694, issued by the Departnent of
Labor and Industries on Septenber 20, 2024 and it's
further my understanding that the firmhas tinely
appeal ed this decision to the Electrical Board.

I's there a representative of Brechtech here? |If
Page 11

MR, Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © O N O o A W N B O

Electrical Board Meeting
Transcript of Proceedings - July 30, 2026

so, please unnute your mc and speak and spell your name
for the court reporter.

MR. POPE: Richard Pope. Can you hear ne?

CHAIR JENKINS: We can

MR. POPE: Richard Pope, attorney for the
appel | ants Brechtech and Marvin Brecht.

CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.

I's there a representative here fromthe Departnent?

MS. BROOKMAN:  Good norning. GCaitlyn Brookman,
Assi stant Attorney General.

CHAIR JENKINS: Perfect. Thank you very much.

The Electrical Board is the | egal body authorized
by the legislature not only to advise the Departnent
regarding electrical progranm ng, but to hear appeals
when the Departnent issues citations or takes sone other
adverse action regarding electrical |icense,
certification, and/or conpliance. The Electrical Board
Is a conplete separate entity fromthe Departnent, and,
as such, wll independently review the action taken by
t he Departnent.

The Departnent issued penalties. The issue is
assigned to the Ofice of Admnistrative Hearings to
conduct the hearing pursuant to the Adm nistrative
Procedures Act. The ALJ that conducts -- who conducts

the hearing then issues a proposed decision and order,
Page 12
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and if either party appeals, that decision is subject to
review to the El ectrical Board.

Keep in mnd that while our reviewis de novo, for
exanple, we sit in the same position of the
Adm ni strative Law Judge and will reviewthe entire
record, regardl ess of whether a certain piece of
evidence is referenced by the ALJ. W are bound to the
evidence in the record, and no new evidence can be
subm tted at this hearing.

Each party will be given approximately 15 m nutes
here to argue the nmerits of your case. Any Board Menber
may ask questions, and the tinme may be extended at the
di scretion of the Board.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Board wll
determne if the finding and concl usions reached by the
ALJ are supported by the facts and rules pertaining to
the el ectrical installations.

Are there any questions before we begin?

Hearing none. Richard Pope, you are the appealing
party. You have the burden of proof to establish the
proposed decision is incorrect, therefore we will hear
fromyou first.

MR. POPE: (Good norning, nenbers of the Board.
Ri chard Pope for appellants Brechtech, Inc., and Marvin

Brecht .
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This case is straightforward: The Departnent is
trying to hold a licensed contractor strictly liable for
t he i ndependent m sconduct of an unlicensed third party.
The ALJ made serious procedural and factual errors that
require reversal. W ask to you reverse the initial
order, vacate all four citations, and renove them from
the public record.

One pretty easy issue here is the preconference
order that was entered on February 6, 2025, does not
i ncl ude any allegations of any violation of July 2,
2024. The rules, WAC 10-08-130, nake a pretria
conference order binding unless a party objects to that
within ten days. Wile the Department initially had
filed a conplaint on that issue, that was not included
in the preconference order, and it never was anmended.

So anything on July 2, 2024, should be totally excl uded.

If you | ook at the February 6, 2025, order, which
sets what's going to be heard at this appeal, July 2,
2024, was never in there. The Departnment representative
did not object wthin ten days, or did not object at
all. So this should be excluded totally fromthe
penal ty because of the procedures.

Wth the July 2nd date renoved, you are only left
with two discrete dates of violation alleged, on Cctober

31, 2023, when the permt was obtained, and on Novenber
Page 14
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30, 2023, a date that the unlicensed contractor
requested an inspection request. This isn't a

conti nuous non-conpliance, and the willful and
continuous | abel and double nmatrix penalties have to
fail under that grounds.

The ALJ rewote the testinmony, a second point that
M. Brecht had know ng m sconduct, that he had put in
finding of fact 4.31(a) that M. Brecht admtted that,
quote, he purchased a permt and agreed to all ow PCS
enpl oyees, that's the unlicensed contractor, to work
under it. These are not in the transcript of his
testinony. There was, you know, sinply |anguage added
to that.

There's also finding in 4.34 and 4.35 of the
findings that M. Brecht knew that PCS was worKking
because the inspection reports were e-mailed to him and
he knowi ngly allowed the work to continue. M. Brecht
testified he never opened the e-mails or requested the
| nspections, and had no active involvenent in that
project at that time, and didn't have a duty to nonitor
every e-mail generated by the system

These are not things that M. Brecht woul d have
been responsi ble for |ooking at, because he did not
request that, either one of those inspections. The

record they submtted showed that the inspections were
Page 15
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requested by people fromPCS, not from Brechtech.

Looking at the violation alleged, because we have
both the violation by Brechtech and M. Brecht's
personal obligation under the -- being an electrical
adm nistrator to make sure that his conpany did not
violate this particular rule, but it all hinges off of
al l eged violation of WAC 296- 46B-901(3). 901,
subpar agraph 3.

The charge in the conplaint says, the predicate
charge says, quote, obtaining an electrical permt,
electric work permt, for an entity not authorized to
performelectrical work. However, the |anguage of the
WAC rule in question, even if that was true, would not
support that violation.

The actual WAC says, basically says, basically,
one, each person, firm partnership, corporation, or
other entity nust furnish a valid electric work permt
for the installation, alteration, or other electrical
work performed or to be performed solely by that entity.

|f Brechtech had done work at that point in time on
the project, they did so later on. The permt was
obt ai ned a nunber of nonths before the electrical work
was contenpl ated being done. This is a big renodeling

project of a building.

Basically the -- so basically the violation in that
Page 16
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case woul d have been by the PCS, because they did work
on that project without a permt. |It's not --

M. Brecht did not -- his conpany Brechtech did not
violate that particular sentence.

The next sentence says that when the original
purchaser's replaced, for exanple, if the contract was
going to be -- work was going to be transferred from
Brechtech to PCS, the original purchaser is replaced,
another entity may request in witing witten approval
fromthe Chief Electrical Inspector to take
responsibility for the work of original installing
entity under the original permt.

Ckay. So if a new conmpany doesn't do that, then
that's, you know, their responsibility. There's no
responsi bility placed on the original purchaser to do
anything. |If sonmeone else wants to do work on that
project under that permt, they have the burden of
requesting it be transferred, not the original
purchaser. There's no duties on the original purchaser
here, only on the subsequent contractor.

The next thing says that if perm ssion not granted,
the entity nust obtain a new permt for the remaining
work. Again, we are dealing with PCS doing work on this
project, and they did not obtain a permt for it.

That's not a problemfor the purchaser under this.
Page 17
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It also says two or nore entities nay never work
under the sanme permt, which, you know, this is
sonething that would be the entity that did not have the
permt having the problemwth that. So none of these
woul d be anything that could be viol ated.

If there's some disagreenent with the way that
Brechtech went about this, the rule does not cover that.
| understand sone people mght think it's just not
right, the way things transpired, but nothing in the
rule provides a penalty for this.

What the rules provide penalties for is what PCS
did, and they got, you know, there's evidence in there
of PCS being fined fairly heavily for doing unlicensed
work on this project, electrical work, as well as a
nunber of the people they had working on that. That's,
you know, what's penalized here under the different
rules here, not this.

If there is a violation by Brechtech here, the
escal ated and matrix penalties are unlawful. First of
all, we have to throw out July 2, 2024, because it
wasn't in the preconference order for this hearing, but
ot herwi se you have -- there is no prior final judgment
agai nst Brechtech for anything. |In order -- under
WAC 296- 46B-915, in order for there to be doubling or

other -- there can be some higher increase in doubling
Page 18
R, Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © O N O o A W N B O

Electrical Board Meeting
Transcript of Proceedings - July 30, 2026

for people that have lots of violations, but in order to
get to doubling, you have to have a prior final

judgnent, which would nean not only a citation being

| ssued, but the citation being adjudicated.

Here we don't have a final judgment yet because we
are still in the appeals process. There can only be
doubling under that rule if there's a final judgnent,
not if there's a couple different violations and you are
just sinply issuing the citation on that the first tine,
because this is not appropriate here.

This is a situation -- this isn't a case of the
| i censed contractor trying to circunvent the law. It's
a case of the Departnment punishing the wong party for
t he i ndependent contract of an unlicensed third party,
and al so i ssues about a prehearing order that, for
what ever reason, did not include one of the three
violations initially alleged by the Departnent.

So we woul d ask that the Board reverse the order in
its entirety, vacate all four citations, waive al
penalties, or reduce themif there's not proper doubling
in this situation, and have themrenoved fromthe
appel lant's public L& record.

Thank you. |'m happy to answer your questions.

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here. Thank you

very much. W are going to nove on to the AAG Caitlyn
Page 19
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Br ookman.
MS. BROOKMAN:  Good norning. Thank you.

On behal f of the Departnent, Caitlyn Brookman,
Assi stant Attorney General.

There is no dispute as to what events transpired to
give rise to these four citations. M. Brecht received
a call froma M. Bolanos who needed an el ectrical work
permt but was not authorized to get one for hinself.

M. Bol anos asked M. Brecht to acquire the permt.

Per M. Brecht's testinony, Bol anos clai med hi mand
hi s conmpany were working on becom ng |icensed, and
M. Brecht asked Bol anos, and they expressly di scussed
that Brechtech woul d not provide any |abor for this
proj ect; Bolanos' conpany was going to performall of
t he work.

So when M. Brecht agreed and went forward with
obtaining that permt on Cctober 31, 2023, it is clear
he did so for Bol anos, who was not authorized to perform
electrical work in our state. That is the basis for the
first citations issued to Brecht and Brechtech.

The basis for the second citations is that they
continued to hold this same permt when Bol anos'
conpany, which we have called PCS, or Prine, in our
briefing, requested inspections on Novenber 30, 2023,

and on July 2, 2024. Those dates formthe basis for
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Counts 1 and 2 in the second citation issued to each
appel I ant.

Both M. Brecht, as the admnistrator, and
Brechtech, as the electrical contractor, can and shoul d
be hel d accountable for obtaining an electrical work
permt on behalf of an entity that was not |icensed, was
an out-of-state operator, and for continuing to hold
that permt while the operator performed work over the
course of nonths.

The O fice of Adm nistrative Hearings did affirm
all four citations and their penalties, and it is Brecht
and Brechtech to bear the burden here to show that
deci sion was incorrect. Their arguments here can be
addressed by reviewing the rule, statute, or specific
| anguage they rely on.

First, the code under which the citations were
| ssued, which requires that an entity nust furnish a
permt for electrical work perfornmed or to be perfornmed
solely by that entity. Thus, it is very clear that a
| i censed contractor may not obtain a permt wth the
expectation that work will Dbe perforned by any other
entity.

The code then says when the original purchaser is
repl aced, another entity may request to transfer the

original permt, and that transfer requires the approval
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of the Chief Electrical Inspector. The rule

contenpl ates that sonetines a purchaser of a permt wll
be replaced after the permt is obtained. |t does not
contenplate that a permt should ever be obtained or
hel d by one contractor as a favor or a service to

anot her, which is what appellants contend here.

That code continues that two or nore entities may
never work under the same permt, and the permt
application nust be signed by the entity that is
performng the electrical installation or alteration.

Brecht and Brechtech shoul d never have acquired a
permt for work they had no intention of conpleting
t hensel ves. Appel | ants argue that Bol anos and his
conpany were at fault because they never took action to
transfer the permt, but Bolanos and his conpany's
actions are not at issue today. Again, Brecht and
Brecht ech never should have acquired the permt in the
first place.

Al so briefed by appellants is an issue regarding
notice or due process. Cenerally speaking, notice
requirenents exist to require that an entity being cited
gets the information they would need about the violation

that's alleged and the appeal rights that they have. So

al though appellants point to a statute -- is there a
question?
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CHAIR JENKINS:  No.

MS. BROOKMAN:  Ckay.

CHAI R JENKINS: You can keep goi ng.
MS. BROOKMAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

Al t hough appel l ants point to a statute with notice
requirenents, the notice required is related to
citations, and they identify no deficiency with the
notice given for the citation itself.

What appel lants actually conplain of here is the
ALJ' s consideration of evidence that related to e-mails.
Not ably, the e-mails thensel ves were not offered into
evidence. What is in the record in relation to the
e-mails is testinony by the inspector that, generally,
M. Brecht woul d have received autonatic e-mails when
| nspections were requested under the permt he held, and
M. Brecht's own testinony essentially saying he was
aware of receiving e-mails, he did not read them and he
| gnored t hem because he believed they had nothing to do
with him

The appellants seemto argue here that the
di scussion of e-mails in the transcript and in the
evi dence shoul d have been excluded because those e-mails
were not sent with the notice that is required of a
citation, and that is just not the standard by which we

hol d evidence. But there's a bigger reason why that
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argument doesn't make a difference.

Whet her Brecht knew about the ongoing work by
Bol anos and his conpany is not decisive as to whet her
the citations should be affirmed. The code that gives
rise to the citations does not require the conduct to be
knowi ng, so even if Brecht was nmerely negligent in
failing to realize that Bol anos was nmeking use of the
permt he held, that is enough to cite.

To address the nmultiple citations and the nultiple
counts, the ALJ did not err in affirmng both counts of
the second citation, even though the prehearing
conference order does not expressly include date of July
2, 2024. | encourage the Board to review that
prehearing conference order itself; it is in our packet
at pages 50 to 61 with the issue statenments provided on
page 58. Each statenent references an alleged offense
as set out in the respective non-conpliance citation.
So although it's true that date of July 2nd does not
appear, the issue statements do enconpass that date by
their reference to the citations, which clearly include
the date at issue.

Finally, regarding penalties, the civil penalty
code was followed here and should be affirned. The
appel l ants argue that the penalties are in sone way

duplicative, but where the code clearly and expressly
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allows for a new violation to be counted on each day
that a violation occurs, and where these violations are
each related to a distinct day, the argunent clearly
fails.

It is also clear under the law that there is no
error in citing both M. Brecht as the adm nistrator,
and Brechtech the electrical contractor. Revised Code
of Washington 19.28.061 outlines the admnistrator's
duties, which do include ensuring that all electrical
work conplies with the |aw.

Regarding the assertion that a first offense was
not final to justify sequential penalties, Brecht's
argument is incorrect. Taking the violations in the
order they occurred, which is what the ALJ did here, is
the correct application of the penalty statute. The ALJ
addresses this specifically in his decision, which is at
page 25 at the Board's packet.

As a policy matter, generally, the alternative
that's considered in Brecht's argunment would be a | ess
reasonabl e approach to litigation overall. In theory,
the Departnent could separately litigate each of these
citations such that there was a final order for the
violation regarding the initial acquisition of the
permt, and then hold a second hearing to address

whet her the conduct continued on the further dates at
Page 25

,:A Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © O N O o A W N B O

Electrical Board Meeting
Transcript of Proceedings - July 30, 2026

I ssue in the second citations. But that woul d be

pi eceneal litigation, and woul d require duplicative
hearings addressing the same sequence of events and
facts, and it's just efficient, and the parties agreed
here, to consolidate these natters. So where the
matters could be consolidated and addressed in one
hearing, as they were here, it is appropriate to address
a first citation, whether that first citation is final,
and then address whether the second citation is final.

This still gives an ALJ an opportunity to anend or
correct any changes that are necessary to any penalties
as a result of whatever their decision may be about the
earlier citation or citations before finalizing what the
anmount -- the correct amount would be in later
citations.

There is no issue of a doubled penalty in relation
to the second citations, because they contain two dates.
So there is a penalty in relation to each count, which
relates to each date.

For all those reasons, the penalties were correctly
assessed. There is no valid |egal argunent to support
reversal in any part of these citations, and the record
plainly supports all four of the violations and their
penalties. So the Department asks this Board al so

affirm
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If there are no questions, | would rest.
CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch. Chair
Jenki ns here.
Any questions, coments fromthe Board?
Board Menber G egory Johnson
BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:.  Yeah, question for
M. Pope.

In your brief on page 7, | will quote, really
qui ck, "Nothing in WAC 296-46B-901(3) prohibits a
| i censed contractor fromobtaining a permt at the
request of another party when a good-faith transfer is
expected. "

You basically quoted the record on page 8, | won't
go through reading those, but | just wanted to clarify:
|'s your client acknow edgi ng that Brechtech pulled the
permt for work they never intended to perform but
instead intended to transfer to another entity? |Is that
bei ng acknow edged?

Am | understanding that correctly?

MR POPE: | think that's certainly one
possibility there, because that's what M. Brecht's
t estinony was.

Basically, PCS was a prime contractor on this

project, and they needed el ectrical work done that

was -- needed to be done sonetine into the future.
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Basically, that would have been the expectation, that
PCS woul d have gotten a |icense and applied to have the
work transferred to it.

As things turned in reality, PCS got fined very
heavily for this, and Brechtech actually had to end up
doing this work, conpleting the work many nonths |ater,
wi th properly Washi ngton-Ilicensed enpl oyees.

At the tine, the expectation was that PCS woul d get
a license and have the permt transferred to it. They
needed to have a permt in place in order to show that
they were, you know, doing the entire job, because
w t hout the electrical work, they wouldn't basically be
getting the job in question, because that's an essenti al
part of the overall project that PCS was doing.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:  So maybe you can help ne
understand. |'mhaving a hard tinme grasping why an
entity would pull a permt they never intended to
perform Maybe you can help clarify why.

| mean, obviously things change, and they ended up
performng the work at a |ater date. But at the tine of
pulling the permt, what purpose was it if they didn't
pl an on doing the work? Wy not just wait until Prime
Construction became |icensed and I et Prime Construction
pull the permts, unless you were intending to enable

work to begin before licensure occurred, or do you have
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anot her expl anation for that?

MR POPE: Well, the explanation we have is that
the work was, you know, intended to be perforned at a
considerable tine into the future, because you don't
have to have the electrical work done at the outset of
t he project.

And that ny understanding, and the logical thing to
think here, is that PCS needed to have an el ectri cal
permt on this in order for their job to be approved by
the property owner. For the property owner to contract
wth them they had to have an electrical permt. They
didn't have to have the electric work done i mediately,
but they needed a permt. That was basically what was
done here.

Qur point is that we don't believe this is a
violation of the |aw, because if Brechtech had done the
wor k, they would have done it with |icensed enpl oyees,
and it should have been transferred to PCS, and they
shoul d have had a license to do that. But, you know, |
understand the situation. It may not | ook good, but
it's our contention that the rules do not prohibit this.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:  So |'Il nove on to anot her
question on a different train of thought regarding the
due process and noti ce.

| just wanted to note, so basically |I'm
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paraphrasing, so correct me if I'mgetting it incorrect.
Basically you're arguing the onus is on the person
performng work to transfer permts or obtain a new
permt. Wth that, | don't see the citations the
Departnent |evied were not -- so, essentially, the
violation for not obtaining a permt is 12, and that was
| evied against Prine Construction, but it was not levied
agai nst Brechtech. Brechtech and M. Brecht were cited
for different violations.

| guess |I'mhaving a hard tinme understandi ng how
the onus to transfer, you know what | mean, being on
anot her party, and how is that rel evant when they
weren't even cited for that? They were cited for other
vi ol ati ons.

MR POPE: Well, they were -- basically the
conduct, you know, the offensive conduct in question of
PCS doing work without a permt was, you know, anply
puni shed, as the record shows peripherally, as to al
the things that PCS and its enpl oyees got over this.

The issue with what Brechtech did. They obtained
an electric permt, which if they had had their |icensed
enpl oyees work on it, it would have been perfectly fine.
| f Brechtech did no work under the permt -- because

sonetimes people obtain permts they never do anything

W th -- there wouldn't have been an issue with that.
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The problemthat the Departnent has, and obviously you
see that as an issue as well, | certainly don't blane
you, is that PCS ended up doing work on this project.

But the 901(3), which is the core predicate
violation, would require PCS to have a permt for the
work that they did, which -- that's not an issue with
Brecht. If it's transferred, they want to transfer it,
PCS woul d have had to apply to transfer it. This is --
Brechtech had a permt. There is no rule that directly
says that you can't do what was done in this situation

The obtaining of -- | nean, obtaining an electric
work permt for an entity not authorized to perform
electric work isn't what the rule actually covers. This
Is what's really the problemhere, is that PCS did work
on this project without a permt and with unlicensed
enpl oyees, not any conduct by Brechtech.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: So | will -- | mght have
m squoted 12. Twelve is what you guys were cited for,
and 11 is what the PCS was cited for, and that's the one
-- that's where I"'mjust going to correct that
reference, is it's 11 under the WAC

| will just kind of nove on. So | guess real quick
what | -- | wll just lay out what | am-- after reading
t hrough the evidence and studying the code, the statute,

and the rule, what | amseeing is that M. Brecht did
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have -- if you read the responsibilities in RCW
19.28.061(5), which lists out what the master
electrician or admnistrator responsibilities are, those
match up exactly with the WAC 296-46B- 915, on 12(A)
through I think it's F, or whatever. Really the ones
that are pertinent is point B and point D So 12(B) and
12(D) in the WAC, and then 5(B) and 5(D) in the RCW.

If you read the -- | will read B, "Ensure that al
electrical work conmplies with the electrica
installation laws and rules of the state. Ensure that
all electrical labels, permts, and licences required to
performthe work are used."

Those pertain to the admnistrator. So | am seeing
that those fines pertaining to the admnistrator are
valid, and | amlooking -- ny opinion is that. Wen
read through the -- | do see when | read the WAC, the
responsibility for, and it tal ks about -- that's WAC
296-46B-901(3) -- | do see where it tal ks about only one
entity can work under a permt. That leads ne to
believe there's an ongoing responsibility for the
adm nistrator for any permt he pulls.

On the contractor side, so Brechtech, | do see that
they were cited under the WAC violation 14(B), which
-- when | read the rest, | don't see an ongoi ng

responsibility. So ny opinion is that Brechtech was
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correctly cited for the Cctober 31st, the tine that the
permt was pulled, but | don't see any ongoi ng onus on
the contractor for the following dates. | do see the
foll ow ng onus does occur for an adm nistrator.
| just want to lay out ny opinion for the other
Board Menbers.
CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here. Thank you
very much.
Are there any other questions, coments from Board
Menber s?
Any questions brought up to the Brechtech counsel,
| wll also open the door for the AAGto respond to
t hose sane questions.
MS. BROOKMAN:  Thank you. Just very briefly
regardi ng why the permt was acquired.
| woul d encourage the Board to review the record of
my cross-exam nation of M. Brecht, which begins at the
El ectrical Board packet page 289.
But | have no other response to the comments made.
Thank you.
CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.
I's there any questions or comments fromthe Board
Menber s?
BOARD MEMBER MCCANCE: |' m good.

CHAI R JENKINS: Just want to bring up one thing.
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| wanted to make note of the idea of if truly he was --
first of all, I think his violation of these rules, |
think we shoul d uphold the ALJ's deci sions.

But | also want to point out that the permt
I nspections were called -- if | read it correctly --
were called online, or to get to that position, you had
to have a passcode to get there. |If | truly, as a
contractor, was going to not expect a person to work on
those jobs, | would not give themthe password to cal
for inspections.

So | think it's a violation in nore ways than one.
It's 100 percent appropriate on the ALJ's part. That's
just ny opinion.

Board Menber G egory Johnson.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: | agree with what you j ust
said, M. Chair. | think M. Brecht -- 100 percent
agree with that.

| would also want to add that -- this isn't a
question that needs to be answered, but per ny reading,
| think it would have been appropriate to cite Marvin
Brecht also for 12(A) and 12(E). | think those
violations were actually nore pertinent, even nore
relevant. The others are very relevant, but | think
those are even stronger, and those carry fines of $1,000

and $500 per instance, respectively.
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My opinion is that the Departnment was nice by not
citing everything that could have to M. Brecht.
CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here. Thank you
very nmuch
Once again, any nore coments to the Board?
Heari ng none. The Chair would entertain a notion.
BOARD MEMBER NORD: Board Menber Nord. | make
the notion that the Board affirm and support the ALJ's
decision on all citations, and, furthernore, that
penalties for all citations stand.
CHAIR JENKINS: W have a notion. Do we have a
second?
BOARD MEMBER LEE: Board Menber Lee, second.
CHAIR JENKINS: W have a notion and a second.
Any di scussi on?
BOARD MEMBER COX: Yes. Board Menber Cox.

| was waiting for the notion before we had

di scussi on.
Vell, | think M. Brecht was foolish in this whol e
situation. Reading through the testinony, | can see why

he did it; he was specul ating that he woul d get sone
part of the business. But foolishness aside, as it even
says in the record that he learns he's not going to do
this again, and wise on his part, but I don't see

anything in the WAC that tal ks about intent.
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And what | do see is -- | happen to be | ooking at
page 229 of the Board packet. And the testinony of the
| nspector, where it says -- when the appellant's counsel
asks, "Wen it says another entity may request, that
obvi ously nmeans a request nade by another entity other
than the original purchaser, doesn't it?" And the
| nspector says, "Yeah." And he goes on to say in the
next paragraph and question, "If Prine Construction
Solutions wth California, or sonebody that we know and
recogni ze here in the State of Washington, was going to
end up doing that work, then they would have to request
to transfer the permt to the Department of Labor and
| ndustries, correct?" And the inspector, again,
answers, "Yes."

So | don't see anything in the rules, again,
tal king about intent, but | don't see where -- again,
agree wth I think it mght have been you, Chair
Jenkins, that said these inspections were done online.
That's what | troubled about it, is Prine had to have
t he passcode in order to request those inspections.

It's not inthe record, and it is sinply ny
personal and professional opinion that nost |ikely
M. Brecht purchased the permt online, received that

conversation, and sinply forwarded it on to the person

at Prinme, "here's the permt you asked for," because |
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think it was on page two or three, whatever it is,
basically the | ast page of the permt, electronically
gi ves you the passcode to get in and do that. | think
he forwarded it. [It's not in the record; that's ny
personal opinion of howthis all plays out.

| don't see anywhere in the rules that it talks
about you can be cited for intent. |'mlooking at the
actual |anguage of the code that says what did you
violate. And he -- | see himpurchasing a permt.
I ntent not foregoing, | see himpurchasing a permt. |
see that he was eventually put in as the electrical
contractor by the owner or the general or whomever it
was in the record, and he ended up hiring -- | can't
remenber if it was two or three of Prine's electricians
to work for him

So, again, | don't see where in the code he
viol ated the code by what he did. Foolishness, yes.
But violation, | don't see that. Thank you.

CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch

Board Menber G egory Johnson, do you have a

comment ?
BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:.  Yeah. | fully support the

motion, but one m nor question, and maybe this is a
suggestion for a friendly anendnent. | nean, that's if

t he noti on-naker and the second agree.
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| think it's a stretch to cite Brechtech for nore
than the October 31st. |It's 100 percent valid to cite
Marvin for nore than -- for everything that's |isted,
but I wonder if -- while -- just as | read over and over
again, read the WAC and the RCWs, | feel it's a stretch
because | believe Brechtech nade a violation on the tine
they pulled the permt. | don't see an ongoing onus for
Brechtech. | do see an ongoing onus for the
adm ni strator, because all the WAC and RCW refer to
responsibilities of the admnnistrator, but not of the
el ectrical contractor.

For that reason, | would suggest we uphold the
ALJ"s, mnus we woul d strike out ELYOD03692, which is
the one that's issued to Brechtech on the dates outside
the 31st.

CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you very nuch. Chair
Jenki ns here.

| wll disagree with that. | think it's stil
appropriate to put those in place. It's a personal
thing, again.

| also want to point out the whole idea of him
giving the passcode, | don't think would have nmade a
difference, in nmy opinion. | think that's another nai
in the coffin, to say, "No kidding, this is even nore so

of a violation."
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Wth or without that passcode he passed to him him
opening a permt for sonebody else is a conplete
violation of his admnistrator |license. He know ngly
opened a permt know ng he would not be doing the work.
Intent or not, it would not make a difference. He did
not intend to do the work hinself. | believe everything
t hat has been signed is appropriate. Once again, that's
my opi ni on.

SECRETARY BARNES: Secretary Barnes.

The contractor had an opportunity to cl ose or
cancel the permt at any point, and they did not.

That's why the continued onus was on that contractor.
At any point, they could have called and cancel ed the
permt, closed the permt, or said, "This other entity
shoul d not be performng work under ny permt, it's to
be performed solely by that entity." And they did not
do that at any point.

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins again. Thank you
very much.

Any comments or questions to the Board?

BOARD MEMBER JCOHNSON:  Thank you. | just wanted
to say thank you, Randy, for that clarification. |
guess with that clarification | could support, yeah, the
motion as it was. | withdraw the request for the

friendly anendnent.
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CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.
Are there any nore discussion? Hearing none.
Al'l in favor of the notion, signify by saying

"aye."

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI R JENKINS: Any opposed?
BOARD MEMBER COX: Board Menber Cox, opposed.
CHAIR JENKINS: Hearing no other. Mbtion passes.
All right. So thank you very much; the Board has
made a deci sion.
Wul d you, AAG Caitlyn Brookman, get in contact
wi th Brechtech, Incorporated, or counsel for them to
see if you can reach an agreenent that best reflects the
decision of the Board. Please be advised that if you do
not reach an agreenent, this matter will be set for
presentnent at the next regularly schedul ed Board
meet i ng.
| f an agreed order has not been received by that
date, parties will be expected to file their proposed
orders and appear before and advise why their proposed
order best reflects the Board's decision. Hoping this
won't be necessary.

If you are able to reach an agreenent as to the
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formand order before the next meeting, please forward
it to the secretary of the Board's office, and they wll
make sure it's signed and copies to all parties.
Are there any questions?
M5. BROOKMAN:  No.
MR. POPE: No. No questions.
CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you very nuch. | hope to
see this get resolved. Thank you very much.
So noving on to our next itemhere is our review of
proposed order for Epic Lights and Charles Elledge.
Charles Elledge itens EBERU02765, ECM (00700,
ECM 00701, and ECM (00702.

I's there someone here fromthe Departnent?

REVI EW OF PROPOSED ORDERS: EPI C LI GHTS & CHARLES ELLEDGE
EBERU02765, ECM (00700, ECM (00701, AND ECM (00702
DEPARTMENT’ S PROPCSED ORDER

MR. DIEMER  Yes, good norning. Neil Diemner,
Assi stant Attorney CGeneral for the Departnent.

CHAIR JENKINS: And woul d you pl ease spell your
name for the court reporter, please?

MR DIEMER Yes. NEI-L, DI-EEMER

CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch.

| s soneone here from Epic Lights?
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(No response.)

CHAIR JENKINS: Gve a nmonent |onger. Once

again, is there anyone here from Epic Lights?

(No response.)

CHAI R JENKINS: Hearing none. | believe you sent

in an order, and after review ng the order, |ooks to be

signing it and nmakes it conplete. So thank you very

much. Thank you for appearing.
MR DI EMER  Thank you.
CHAIR JENKINS: | appreciate that.

Moving on to our next agenda item Nunber 6.

Certification of CEU quarterly report, exam provider

updat e.
Techni cal specialist Larry Vance, are you

avail abl e?

CERTI FI CATI OV CEU QUARTERLY REPORT
EXAM PROVI DER UPDATE, LARRY VANCE

MR VANCE: Geat.

CHAIR JENKINS: Before we get started, |'m going
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to ask a question: Wat is your full title currently

t oday?

MR. VANCE: | aman Electrical Construction
| nspector 5.

CHAI R JENKINS: Thank you very nuch. [|'m
probably going to still call you a Technical Specialist,

I f that's okay. Thank you.

MR. VANCE: This title change is due to a
routine, fairly recent kind of, |I don't knowif you cal
it areclassification. | believe there was a
reclassification there. W essentially went to a system
where it's Inspector 1 through Inspector 5. Just to
make it sinple.

CHAIR JENKINS: I'mstill liking the first one.

MR, VANCE: Chairperson Jenkins, ny name is Larry
Vance. |'man Electrical Construction Inspector 5 with
t he Departnent of Labor and Industries.

Today | would like to direct your attention toward
the Board reports | have provided for the Board. They
are board examreports, to be nore specific, one of
which is the statistic sunmary by attenpts report.

O note, today the first-tinme pass rate for 01
general journeyman |evel exans remains right at about
51 percent, alnobst 52 percent, which is consistent wth

past rates. This is a one-year rolling block of tine;
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every three nonths we drop three nonths and add three
months to this report.

There is sonething here that -- in the attenpt
colum, you will see that there's an attenpt nunber 21,
22, 23, and 24. That woul d be possibly somebody that's
on that nunmber of attenpts. W do have a systemin our
contract wth our exam provider that doesn't |et people
make a run at the exam questions, so to speak. In other
words, you are eligible to sit for the examevery three
months. Once you failed it three times in the one-year
exam approval period, and for electricians that starts
on the day you are approved for the exam and ends a year
|ater, so if you fail three times within that period of
time, you are now eligible to take the examevery three
mont hs.

It just keeps people from-- we have a large
vari ety of questions in our exam database, but it just
makes it nore secure for that purpose. There are sone
proposed WAC rules we will go over later that slightly
change that. There's a requirenent in the [aw that
makes it so the examhas to be available four tinmes a
year, and with a 90-day requirenment interval.

It may not -- you would al nost have to be in a
perfect world to get four attenpts a year, so we want to

make sure we are not violating that law There's a rule
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change later that will be discussed about that.

Looki ng at a couple of the other exam pass rates.
|f you ook at the residential, that's the 02
residential specialty. The pass rate there is
27 percent, alnost 28, which is a little higher than it
has been in the past, and | don't know what's
Influencing that. [It's usually, in my nenory, it's
hovering around 23 to 25 percent, but it's inched up a
bit. | have no idea what that is, or what's influencing
t hat .

If we were to | ook further here, in another
popul ous category, the first-tinme pass for the 06A exam
for instance, is 25 percent, 25.29 percent, so just
slightly lower than the presidential exam pass rate.

CGet into some of the smaller specialties, and that
can be a little troubling fromthe aspect -- you just
| ook at the number of people that attenpt the exam and
that would indicate that those categories aren't the
most popul ar. For instance, you get into the punp and
irrigation category, and you see only a total -- this is
the 03 category -- there was only a total of 16
first-time attenpts. So there's 16 people involved in
that industry that attenpted the exam

You get the 03A, which is the 2,000-hour

subspecialty to the 03. You will see in that period
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that only three people nade a first-tine attenpt for
that exam So it's just kind of an indication of
popularity. Maybe people in the industry are nore apt
to nove toward the 03 specialty rather than the

2, 000- hour subspecialty, because 03 is a nore robust
certification; you can do far nore than you can as an
03A

Qt her than that, there is a |ot of interesting
information in here, but -- | could go on for a bit, but
| don't think it's very relevant.

| f anybody has any questions or anything, | would
be happy to respond.

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here.

Question | have for you. Qur last neeting |
believe we tal ked about here the contract with the
testing agency. Wuere are we at with that? Wat's our
current status with that?

MR. VANCE: Do you have any new i nformation on
that --
SECRETARY BARNES: Secretary Barnes.

We don't have an update. W are still trying to
settle a contract. W are still issuing the tests, the
exanms, and we will continue to issue the exans. The
contract has not been issued yet.

Part of the challenge is, with Wyne |eaving and ny
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stepping into place, that you now have anot her person
that has to be replaced as a signer, which is ne.

CHAIR JENKINS: M other question is | think |ast
time you nentioned you wouldn't give who our new
contracts would be signed with. |Is it still going to be
PSI, or is that sonething you can say or not?

MR- VANCE: At this point we are not able to

-- until 1t's awarded, we are not able to --
CHAI R JENKINS: Ckay.
MR VANCE: -- share information on that. There

has been sone things that have happened across L& where
our workload has shifted. There are fewer resources to
acconmpl i sh workl oad. W have two days ago communi cat ed

W th our contracts division and asked for an update, and

have yet to receive a response on the update. It's not
that we aren't -- we aren't on top of it, it's just the
fact it's not within our control. So, it's with the

control of another division.

CHAIR JENKINS: | conpletely understand. | was
just curious where we were at, if we got the answers.
If we haven't, it's not a big deal. Just curious what
you had. | understand that.

MR. VANCE: We have got sone rul emaking that's
going to affect examdelivery, and we al so have the task

of going through and updating the examto the 2026
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National Electrical Code references. The exam doesn't
significantly change because the code didn't
significantly change.

The big job that we have with updating the examis
actual ly updating the references for the answers.

That's the big job, because the National Electric Code
has sonme new articles, things that were in one article
are now in another article, a new article. That's the
big work. As far as adding questions, those are things
we al ways consider. Adding questions or renoving
questi ons.

Somebody that attenpts an examthis year and five
years fromnow, or five years ago, is not |ooking at any
real significant difference in the exam fromthe
standpoint the examis based on the fundanental s of the
code, not on the -- we like to refer to themas the
"new, shiny things." There are always a few new shiny
things, and in our experience, we also saw that the new,
shiny things can often change. It mght take a couple
of code cycles for an issue to kind of be settled.

The energency di sconnecting neans for a
single-famly dwelling would be an exanple of that.
There was all kinds of ways you can acconplish that, and
now they just made it sinple and they say it's going to

be on the exterior of the dwelling unit or wthin sight,
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and it's going to be called the "emergency disconnect.”

They took sonething that was very conplicated and
made it very sinple. Those are the kinds of things that
we have to think whether or not it's a viable thing to
| medi ately start exam ning people on that know edge.

CHAIR JENKINS: M last question of that whole
thread is: Do we have an expected date when we will| see
the 2026 testing applied? Wen it will change and we
have a date, |ike, yes, this wll be done, yes, this is
all based on this code?

SECRETARY BARNES. Secretary Barnes.

Two things. Assum ng our rulemaking goes through
to adopt the NEC, 2026 NEC for Decenber 31st, our intent
woul d be to |l ook for an exam update approxi mately six
months later to give the industry, the apprenticeships
and whatnot, an opportunity to live in that new code
before we start providing exam nation on it.

CHAIR JENKINS: Perfect. Thank you.

MR. VANCE: The exam nation doesn't ask the
applicant to name a code article where a requirenent is.
That's the major difference that different editions of
the code has. W just -- whether it lives in Article
220 or 120 or 210, maybe it noved. That's of no
significance as far as the examis concerned.

Peopl e shoul d rest easy know ng that whatever
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edition, whatever version of the examthey take, they
are essentially -- it mght have a different nane of
what it's based on, but it's significantly simlar.

Beyond extrenely, you know, significantly simlar, if |

m ght add.

And there's thousands of questions on the examin
the exampool. It's just the fact that what edition
it's based on neans that the references are correct. In

ot her words, when we are chal |l enged on a question, we
can go into that question and we can | ook and see where
the reference is. W can go to that reference and say,
"This answer's correct.” That's the big lifting we have
to do, and the big lift that our exam provider has to
do.

CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you. | think that too,
just wanted it in an official -- sonetinmes there -- that
this is now based on 2026 code. W usually have a date
for that, and that's why |'m asking.

MR VANCE: Right. | want to help relieve sone
of the anxiety that people have about, you know -- they
have a little anxiety about the fact they are taking
what they perceive to be a different exam and it's not.

What | amsaying is there's -- fromwhat they see,
there's no significant difference in the exam so.

CHAIR JENKINS: Board Menber Kerry Cox, did you
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have a question?

BOARD MEMBER COX: | did. Thank you, Chair
Jenki ns.

Question for Inspector Vance. Since you brought it
to light the | arge number of attenpts, |'mjust curious,
more than anything, is there any nore information or
I nsi ght that you see into what's happening with those
peopl e above attenpt Nunber 107?

Li ke you nentioned, | see attenpt 23, 24, and
there's one here, two there, three there. Any insight
into that, or is it just someone that's ploddi ng al ong,
or do we know anyt hi ng nore about those high of
attenpts?

MR VANCE: |It's hard to speculate on that. W
do have, on a daily basis, requests for speci al
accommodati ons for exam nations, people that have sone
sort of disability. Some have a | anguage barrier issue,
and it is an open-book exam It's not an exam based on
menorization or know edge, just famliarity with the
I ndustry reference material. It is hard to specul ate
why sonebody woul d be at attenpt nunber 20.

We also don't know that -- because this -- once you
enter the examsystemw th PSI, for instance, you are
now tracked by an identification nunber. So what PSI is

| ooking at is if this person mght have taken the exam
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ten times and passed it ten years ago, and let's say
they forgot to renew within 90 days of expiration, and
they are now back in the exam system again. Maybe now
It's taken them-- maybe they're on their 12th attenpt,
for whatever reason

They are tracked throughout their, you know, each
attenpt at the examadds to the previous. It's -- and
-- it's sonmething that we would probably find out what
the situation was, but we probably couldn't tal k about
what the situation was, if that nmakes any sense, because
we're not able to tal k about anyone's chal | enges t hat
t hey may have.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Ckay. That is hel pful,
t hough.

So if a person was to take an exam four tines,
several years ago, pass it, and then in the future, now
they are going to have to take it again, those four are
counted? So their first attenpt, second tinme, is now
attempt five; is that what |'m hearing?

MR. VANCE: That's correct.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Ckay. Thank you, Larry.

MR. VANCE: Yeah.

CHAI R JENKINS: Any other questions fromthe
Board for Larry Vance?

Seei ng none. Do you have anything else you want to
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bring up?
MR VANCE: | don't. Thank you very much.

TECHNI CAL ADVI SORY COW TTEE ( TAC) UPDATES

CHAI R JENKINS: Mboving on to nunber seven.
Techni cal Advisory Commttee updates. Nunber seven
Before we get started, how is our court reporter
doi ng?
THE COURT REPORTER: | amdoing great. Thank you
so much for checking.
CHAI R JENKINS: Back to nunber seven.
SECRETARY BARNES: Secretary Barnes.
| will do the TAC Conmttee updates. | will do a
real brief history of where we are.
We have advertised at the beginning of the year for
the TAC Conmttee and WAC rul e proposals and made a
cut-of f date for those. Once we received all of the
proposal s and commttee applications, we took the
conpl ete applications and hosted a TAC Conmittee
virtually, and here, on April 1st.
The Comm ttee revi ewed and discussed, and their
deci sions essentially were either to support a TAC
proposal or not to support a TAC proposal. I'mgoing to

go through the TAC proposals for you. These have been
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posted online, both TAC proposals and the proposed
rul emaki ng | anguage.

| wll go through the TAC proposals first, then we
can go through the rul emaki ng | anguage afterwards. |
will go through these. These have been sent to the
Board and posted online, so hopefully everyone has had a
chance to reviewthem | wll go through themand read
them If you would like to stop nme and interrupt me to,
you know, discuss or ask questions, let's go ahead and
do that, otherwise | would like to continue to read
them just in the interest of tine, since there's
approxi mately 20.

First proposal we received was for WAC 296- 46B.
Proposal nunber one was to add a definition for the
mni-split HVAC refrigeration system Essentially, they
wanted to add a definition for what that was to
Section 100. This was not supported by the TAC. W
have HVAC definitions already wthin the 298-46B. The
Board didn't support this at all. | can't say not at
all; there was not mgjority support. Excuse ne.

Second proposal also is a definition request for
296-46B 100, and this also was a proposal to define
mni-split system This was not supported by the Board,
or excuse nme, the Commttee.

Proposal Nunmber 3 was also a definition addition
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for 296-46B 100. This was to add a definition for
variable refrigerant flow VRF. This also was not
supported by the TAC Comm ttee.

| f anybody has any questions or wanted to stop and
di scuss --

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: Can | throw in a
clarification?

One, two, and three, so Mke Nord and | attended in
person, and just to clarify, the obvious intent of one,
two, and three was to expand the work for an 06A
| i cense, so the rejection of that was basically people
weren't opposed to defining those ternms in the code, but
t hey were opposed to using the definitions to nodify the
scope of 06A.

So that's why it was rejected, or that's ny
Interpretation of why it was rejected.

SECRETARY BARNES: Thank you. Moving on to
proposal nunber four

Proposal 4 had to do with nodifications of 296-46B,
008(A). This was asking for nodifications of the
| anguage for the GFCl requirements for outdoor outlets.
Not receptacles, but outlets, which would include HVAC
equi pnent. The NEC has an exception for this, however,
t he 2026 code has an exception for this, but it expires

Decenber 31, 2026 when we adopted the new code. The
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request for this proposal was to extend that same
ver bi age t hrough 2029.

This is not -- was not conpletely supported by the
Comm ttee, however, we have extended sone of the -- we
have del ayed enforcenent of this because recognizing the
I ndustry is struggling right now with product
availability, whether that's GFCls that actually work
with inverter-driven HVAC systens, or, actually, the
products that are now being made by, well, proposed and
i ntroduced in the 2026 code, which is for high frequency
breaker protection. Product availability does not exi st
yet. It is on the near horizon, and manufacturers are
trying to get it out. W wll reevaluate the electrical
reenforcenent as we get better understandi ng of product
avai lability.

Proposal Nunber 5 is also an amendnment to
210.008(A), dwelling unit, G-ClI protection. This was
wanting to address GFCl protection at RV power-supplied
feeders. Verbiage was to anend G-CI protection to not
be required for receptacles intended 125, 250-volt RV
power supply feeders for RV use only. Again, this
proposal was not supported by the Commttee.

Nunber 6. Number 6 is also a proposed anendnment to
210.008(B). This was to strike the existing exception

for three-phase receptacle G-Cl protection. That
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al ready exists, and the proposal was to strike that
exception. That was not supported by the Committee.

Sorry. I'll keep scrolling.

Proposal Nunmber 7 was anot her amendnment to
210.008(B). This was to anend the GFCl requirenent for
vehi cl es supplying equipnent. This would have amended
3B to include connection of a feeder assenbly, as
defined in Article 100 of the NEC. Branch circuit GFCl
requi renents under this section do not apply to cord and
pl ug- connected feeder assenblies. Again, this proposal
was not -- excuse nme -- this proposal was not supported
by the Conmttee, either.

Nunmber 8 is an additional nodification to 210.008.
This was to expand or clarify the requirenents G-Cl
requi renments for not just receptacles, but outlets in
close proximty to bathtubs and showers. This was not
for a receptacles, but for outlets, things such as
heated towel racks and bidets. This was actually
supported by the Comm ttee.

Number 9. Nunmber 9 was nodification of
210.52(C) (2), island, peninsula, and countertop work
surfaces. The current wording elimnates and the
current code elimnates the requirenment for a receptacle
on an island or a peninsula on the sides, due to

percei ved safety issues wth Crock-Pots or things of
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t hat nature hanging over the counter tops that are
plugged in. The proposal was to strike the exception
and to require a receptacle, islands, countertops --
excuse me, not in countertops. On the sides of islands
or peninsulas. That was al so supported by the

Commi ttee.

Nunber 10. This was an anendnent that had to do
with electrical vehicle supply, l|oad cal culations. For
EVSE, it's nodification to 220.57. The proposal was to
change the |oad calculation from?7,200, as it currently
Is, torequire 9,600 watts or the nameplate rating of
the EV, or whichever is larger. This proposal was not
supported by the Commttee.

El even. Nunmber 11 is an anmendnent, a request for
an amendnent to WAC 296-46B, Rule 225.41, and it's a
requi rement for energency disconnects. This has to do
wth -- the request was the intent for energency
di sconnects on nmultifam |y hones or townhones, and,
essentially, the request was not to require a service
di sconnect in one location on the exterior of the
bui l ding, or within sight of the building itself, and
al so have an instance where you woul d have a feeder
di sconnect result.

So, for exanple, you have a row of townhones and

you put the service disconnects at one end of the
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t owmnhomes. Do we now, since they are individua
bui I di ngs, have to require an individual energency

di sconnect on the exterior of those buildings? This did
not have full support of the Conmittee, but has been
addressed, and sone policies for how we would review or
how we' d see sonme of these feeders in specific

condi tions.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber G egory Johnson, do
you have a question or conment?

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: Yeah. | wanted to note
the reason that was rejected was, the sentinment was the
proponent of that proposal had a m sunderstandi ng what a
t ownhome was versus an apartnent. And that also relates
to Nunber 14, which you haven't gotten to yet, simlar
thing. There's a note that basically we needed to
better explain what townhonmes were versus apartnments.

There was an Electrical Currents in My, newsletter
that went out in the May, that tal ked about apartnents
and townhonmes. Unfortunately, our Electrical Currents
Newsl etter had incorrect information in it and wongly
described the scenario. There seens to be confusion in
the industry, and | have talked to a lot of authorities
having jurisdiction in different cities, and there's a
varying | evel of understanding. Sonme understand

correctly, and sone don't. There's a |lot of confusion
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on the topic.

| think it would be prudent for us to send out an
update with a correct info. | think | forwarded on a
description of exanples of how it actually is correctly
stated, but never heard a response. | can forward that
again to you, Randy, if you would Iike.

SECRETARY BARNES: Please do. W would be nore
t han happy to address that.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: And City of Spokane has
done an excellent job of accurately describing the
scenario. They're a prine exanple of howit's done
correctly. They didn't used to in the past. There was
a point they had it confused, but in the last few years
t hey have corrected and excellently captured it.

Real |y what the issue is is what defines a building
as a one-building versus nmultiple buildings is the
parcel data. So you have to look at how it was parcel ed
out, and that's the summary. You can have the sane
exact building that |ooks |ike a townhonme, and it can be
the same thing, and if they don't parcel out each
I ndividual unit, it's one single building.

If they have gone through the effort of parceling
It out, which requires they have to neet all the
prerequisites of firewalls and stuff, then they are

individual ly legally different buildings. That's what
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drives the disconnect requirenent. |f there's an
I ndi vi dual building, you have to serve each one with a
separate individual service and a separate individual
di sconnect. If it's one big building, you are only
allowed to service it wth one, because buildings can
only have one service, unless they get an exception, in
t he NEC.
There's a brief summary of what it is, but | can
forward you a description so you have that.
SECRETARY BARNES:. Yeah, | appreciate what you
are saying, Gegory.
| think we are addressing this issue statew de with
trying to address the different nmunicipalities, and we
are addressing sone issues about do we have a di sconnect
for each building, and is there a requirenent for that
di sconnect to actually be on that building and install
mul tiple disconnects for that building, whether it's on
that building or on-site, and the additional
requirenents is are we addressing additional safety or
are we not?
Absol utely available to have that discussion wth
you and address that e-mail.
CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber Kerry Cox.
BOARD MEMBER COX: Yeah. For Secretary Barnes:

| s that sonething that maybe we need that in 100 to
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define what a townhouse is, or do you think the
di scussions you are already having is going to address
t hat ?

SECRETARY BARNES: We don't define a building
type in the electrical code that's already addressed in
bui I ding code. And building codes, whether it's an |BC,
UBC, the local municipalities get to define what those
structures are and what the occupancies are.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: | woul d agree with Randy
Barnes. |IRC, IDC and, actually, National Electric
Code, which doesn't really define but addresses it, |
believe that the national codes, nodel codes, are
correct as they stand. It's just a matter of
under st andi ng those codes, not necessarily -- we don't
need to change anything code, we just need to help
peopl e understand what the code says al ready.

BOARD MEMBER COX: | was wondering from an
| nspection standpoint, as we go forward, is there going
to be confusion, or is there going to be a known
docunment or sonething known that our inspectors will be
able to say, "This is a townhone; this isn't a
t ownhome, " kind of thing, or if we need to have it
ot herw se defined?

SECRETARY BARNES: | appreciate the coments,

Kerry. It's part of what we are trying to address with
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the Currents article is sonmetinme, even what we call a
townhone is alnmost an industry slang, right. | think
that's possibly what G egory was saying, is the
definitions of what those are is -- we use them

subj ectively sonetimes.

Is it a condo, is it a townhome? | don't think
those are necessarily always set terns, it's the
conditions of the building. Howis it built, is it a
separate building, is it a separate structure, right.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Right. \Wen appeals cone to
us and a contractor has done sonething in violation and
it's like, "Well, | was told this was a townhone," you
know. That's what | amtrying to address is those
contractors who don't have a good definition or may be
msled. That's all.

SECRETARY BARNES: Excellent point. That's why
we are trying to communi cate that through the Currents,
and it is a challenge because different nunicipalities
may do this differently.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Thank you, Randy.

SECRETARY BARNES: Moving on if there are no
further questions.

Shoul d be on Nunber 12. Nunmber 12 was a simlar
rel ated proposal, but this is for WAC 296-46B- 230, and

it relates to services. This was trying to define the
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difference between firewalls and putting it within the
service requirenent section of the WAC. This, again,
was related to the previous discussion and was not
supported by the Comm ttee.

Proposal Nunmber 13 was an anendment to 230. 71(B)
This had to do with the netering centers, the
si x-di sconnect rule, and the netering centers that had
separate apartnents now required. The exception that
they were requesting was that exception stays within the
WAC and that's it's extended -- or added to the WAC and
extended that they don't necessarily have to have
separation. This proposal also was not supported, and
any exceptions for that expired on July 1st.

Proposal Number 14. It's nodification of 230. 85.
This is addressed by trying to define what an energency
di sconnect is and whether they are required, and it
wanted to require the conditions of which we would use
an energency disconnect and how they woul d be used or
where. This was addressed in the 2026 NEC. We will no
| onger have a difference in where a service di sconnect
I's required.

Com ng in 2026, the enmergency disconnect and
service disconnect will be required to be on the
exterior of the building, on or within the building or

w thin sight, and we won't have the option anynore of
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havi ng an energency di sconnect and a service di sconnect
inside a building. This was not supported by the
Comm tt ee.

Proposal 15. This was a proposed change to 450. 27,
and it was a clarification to transfornmer |ocations and
to bring the definitions or the verbiage we have in line
with the building codes, and what they call conbustible
surfaces, and the requirenments of where the transforners
are | ocated, and provided sonme clarifications for the
| ocations, not just being within or near a conbustible
surface, but what that conbustible surface | ooks |ike.

I ncluded is verbiage on three hour or greater fire
resistance. This was supported by the Conmittee.

Proposal 16 is an amendnment to NEC 624.42. This is
an amendnment proposing an exception for sizing feeders
for service conductors or nultiple charging stations,
and it was asking to us apply the demand factors simlar
to other sections of the code. This was not supported
by the Commttee. And you wll see another one just
|i ke this, the difference being one of these are for two
different types of charging stations.

Proposal 17 is for 625.42. ldentical |anguage to
the last proposal, just applied to a different type of
charging station and appl yi ng demand factors for

multiple charging stations when sizing feeders. This
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al so was not supported by the Commttee.

Proposal 18 was a proposal to nodify the |anguage
in 706.004(3). This was a proposal to using simlar
| anguage for energy storage systens and providi ng design
review that's required, and EV systens or any other
paral l el production systems. Just requiring them be
-- the designs they already have to do are present on
the site for the inspector to review. This was
supported by the Comm ttee.

Proposal 19 --

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: Before you get to 19, |
wll note that 18 was very inportant.

| have personally seen a lot of solar and battery
system requests from peopl e who have submtted, because
the utility reviews a ot of them and | wll say
there's a ot of people that have not done their due
diligence. So 18 is a very inportant thing to get added
i n there.

SECRETARY BARNES: It was overwhel m ngly
supported by the Comm ttee.

Proposal 19 is a nodification to 920(2), and is a
06A scope of work. Essentially, the proposal was to --
| wll read it: Specialty is allowed to run the
electrical cables frommni-split indoor unit to outdoor

unit on the installations of residential one- and
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two-famly dwellings or nultifamly dwellings three
stories or less, comercial buildings that allow the
same wiring nethods for residential on three stories or
| ess.
That would be a nodification to the 06A work scope.

Thi s proposal was not supported by the Conmittee.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber G egory Johnson

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:  Yeah. | just had a

questi on.
We heard -- there was a | ot of debate and -- at the
TAC regarding 060 work. | mean, everyone agreed that

the definitions is not the proper place to address the
I ssue. But then inside the -- on 20, not on the
definitions, it directly addresses it directly, head-on.
We al so heard at our |ast board neeting a | ot of
testimony from peopl e asking for 060.

| don't know the history. | heard there is history
that this has cone up with past code cycles and was
rejected for other reasons, and I'mnot famliar with
all of that, but I'mwondering: Does this warrant
cl oser |l ook to eval uate?

| mean, |'ve talked to a bunch of electricians who
are both 0l1s and al so 06As, and | have -- every single
person | have asked, you know, | nean, and they are

people in various places. Every person | talk to
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disagreed with the 06 -- howit's currently witten now,
and so |' mwondering, not know ng the background, does
this warrant a separate rul emaki ng, separate

consi deration or, you know, or is it our -- or is it
just past history that's already been -- and we don't
need to wade back into it?

CHAI R JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here.

Been on the Board for -- and I think Mke Nord's
been here also longer than | have, and this is a
contentious thing that's been going on a long tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Si nce 2008.

CHAI R JENKINS: 2008 the HVAC industry has been
pushing to advance their scope of work in many ways,
shapes, and fornms, whether it be adding wiring to
di sconnects, to replacing this or replacing that,
including this newwire. Not really newwre, but newy
since 2008, requesting that we do this wiring between
the two units with no change to their scope of training
or requirements.

So we pretty much, across the Board, have deci ded
many cycles ago this is not a good idea to have this
portion expanded w t hout any other type of changes to
their training. | wll put it there. They have gone
through this iteration of training request through TAC,

and they have also sent it through |egislation, and
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every tine it's been shut down.

This is in ny opinion. | wll just be clear about
this and say that this is the child that keeps crying
over and over again and hopefully they get their way.
The reality is nothing changes, they just keep asking
t he same questions and they keep getting denied. |
still stand on nmy soapbox to say it is not a good idea
to make this change, to have that scope change.

My premse is basically it's -- call it what you
want, but | will call it a safety issue. It's a
training issue that they never been allowed to do this,
but now they are requesting to do some other work they
have never done in the past, with no change in the
training. | can go on for a long tinme on this, but I
won't; people wll get upset with ne.

That's the basic history behind it.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you. | agree wth
your sentinment, what you just described.

You did nmention sonething that's intrigued ne, is
the training that's currently part of that 06A |icense
may not make themqualified, but is it worth | ooking at
offering -- changing the training so they could
-- looking at it fromthat different angle?

Maybe the industry says, "Ch, we don't want to

change our qualifications,” in which case we know it
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woul d be denied dead. But would it be worth considering
a change so they coul d becone qualified?

CHAIR JENKINS: To answer that, we've asked that
sanme question nultiple times, and they have never cane
back with a result. | don't think it's the Electrica
Board's scope to approach these different industries and
say, "This is what you should do in order to do this."
It's the industry that needs to provide that.

And honestly, | have also seen -- the only people |
have seen push this agenda are the contractor, not
necessarily the workers, in order to bring their costs
down. The reality is -- I'l|l stop, otherwise | wll get
on ny soapbox again. Yes. W have seen this nmany, many
times, and | think it's been due cause. It's been shut
down many, many times. M opinion.

Any comments or questions to the Board concerning
that? Al right.

SECRETARY BARNES: Proposal 20 is very simlar.

It would nodify 920(2)(f) and is a nodification to the
06A scope of work for simlar requirenents, introducing
the 06A and being able to install a cable in between the
I ndoor units and outdoor units, and also incorporating
sone of the definitions that were proposed earlier.

This was not supported by a majority of the Board, or

the Comm ttee.
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Proposal 21 is also a proposal to nodify 920(2)(f)
for the O6A scope of work. It essentially is making the
sanme proposal, but wording it differently and packagi ng
it differently. This also did not have support fromthe
Comm ttee, but of three proposals, this was the one that
had nore support than the other two.

And finally, Proposal Nunber 22. This was a
proposal to nodify 925(14), and it was clarifying what
assi sting a honeowner or househol d, person, a friend,
nei ghbor, relative, and what that would look like if you
are volunteering to assist them and creating nore
clarification or definition. This was not supported by
the Commttee.

And that is the end of the TAC proposals. Wuat we
are looking for fromthe Board is advi senent and
opportunity to have sone di scussion. You have had an
opportunity to review these for the last nmonth, so the
El ectrical Programis |ooking for advisenent fromthe
Board.

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here.

Any questions or comrents fromthe Board Menbers
considering the TAC Commttee's decisions for the
proposal s?

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: | just want to do an

acknow edgenent to Randy and thank you for guiding us
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through this process. You did a really good job during
-- even though it was a hybrid neeting, it was a great
job of facilitating doing the TAC.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber Kerry Cox.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Yes. Question for Secretary
Bar nes.

| think Proposal 22, another one of the had HVAC
ones. |'mwell famliar with the history as well, but |
think you said, 22 you said received nore support from
the Commttee than the other proposals? Is that the
ri ght one, 227?

SECRETARY BARNES: No, sir. That would be 21.

BOARD MEMBER COX: 21, okay.

Did you take a head count? How nuch nore supported
was that one? |t sounded by your description they
packaged it and worded it. How nmuch nore support did it
get than --

SECRETARY BARNES: For the first two proposals,
so proposal 19 and proposal 20, had two people
supporting them Proposal 21 had ei ght people
supporting, out of 22 or 23.

BOARD MEMBER COX: (Ckay. So it wasn't a large
-- okay. That's -- thank you.

CHAI R JENKINS: Chair Jenki ns again.

Questions, coments, Board Menbers?
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BOARD MEMBER | SAACSON: Board Member |saacson
here.
| just would like to say, on behal f of
manuf acturers, we are working diligently on those
hi gh-frequency GFCls. |'mpretty sure we will have
sonet hing good by the end of the year, so hopefully by
the end of next year we can accomodate those
requi renents.
CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you for that information
Can | get a notion to the -- for the departnments --
how do | phrase this -- can | get a notion?
BOARD MEMBER NORD: Board Menber Nord.
| propose a notion that the Board continues to
support the (inaudible) Departnent. Thank you.
BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: Board Menber Johnson wil |
second that.
CHAIR JENKINS: W have a notion and a second.
Any di scussi on?

Seeing none. Al in favor, say aye.

(Chorus of ayes. )

CHAI R JENKINS: Any opposed?

(No response.)
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CHAI R JENKINS: Motion passes.
| believe the intent was to say -- yes, | think
based on the support versus not support, we support what
they support, the Board and the Departnment. Assum ng
that's what you meant.

SECRETARY BARNES: Thank you.

CHAIR JENKINS: | know. W support support.

SECRETARY BARNES: Just to clarify, we support
the Coomttee's findings.

CHAIR JENKINS: Yes. Thank you for the
clarification. Thank you.

All right. So how s our court reporter doing?

THE COURT REPORTER | amstill doing well.
Thanks for checki ng.

CHAIR JENKINS: We are onto Nunber 8. It's been
awhile. | think it's appropriate to take a break
anyway, | think.

Let's do this. The Chair entertains a notion for a
15-m nut e break.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Mot i on.

CHAIR JENKINS: W have a notion. Do we have a
second?

BOARD MEMBER LEE: Board Menber Lee, second.

CHAIR JENKINS: Mtion and a second. Any
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di scussi on?
| ook -- Board Menber Rose Mtchell, you have a
question or a conment ?

BOARD MEMBER M TCHELL: Chair Jenkins, thank you
| do apol ogi ze because | need to excuse nyself. | have
another commtment. But | will do better in the future
to make sure | amavailable all day for the Board.

CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you very nuch. Thank you
for the information.

Any nore discussion on the nmotion? Al in

favorite, say, aye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAIR JENKINS: 15-m nute recess.

(A break was taken from
10:54 a.m to 11:17 a.m)

RULEMAKI NG UPDATES AND REVI EW L&l STAFF

CHAIR JENKINS: This is Chair Jenkins. It is now
11:17. W are on to the rulemaking. Looks |ike we have
our Technical Specialist Electrical Construction Level 5

Larry Vance who is going to go over letter A.  The floor
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IS yours.

2026 NATI ONAL ELECTRI C CODE AND OTHER
WAC 296-46B AMENDMENTS

MR. VANCE: Thank you, Chair Jenkins. M nane is
Larry Vance. |'man Electrical Construction Inspector 5
for the Departnment of Labor and Industries.

Secretary Barnes spoke of the outside proposals
that were received. Part of the code anendnent
rulemaking is actually going in and correcting all of
the references that changed in the National Electric
Code between the 2023 and 2026 version. What | have
today is a docunment that nakes all of those changes, and
al so incorporates essentially two: One's an outsi de,
one's a Departnment proposal. Wat | would like to do is
take a very quick run through that.

What | would like to propose to the Board is we
skip the reference changes and just go to the two
proposal s that were something that weren't covered under
t he TAC section

The one proposal is a proposal that has to do with
-- | don't know the exact proposal nunber, but it was
one that had to do with GFCl protection for equipnment in

shower areas. Just for background information, what we
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have is we have -- we have code requirenments currently
that tal k about distances fromthings, whether it be a
shower curb, tub, sonmething of that nature. People are
bui I di ng bathroons that don't have any of those. It's
essentially a room sonetines a |large room usually
tiled floor to ceiling, with some el aborate shower
equi pment and ot her plunbing equipnment init. There's
nothing to nmeasure from
So what we have done is added a definition in 210.
| don't know if we have that available yet on the Board.
Is there a way to nmake that |arger?
M5. DDETRICH | would Iove to. Cone on.
SECRETARY BARNES: In the neantine -- this is
Secretary Barnes.
That was -- the proposal that was supported by the
TAC Committee was the proposal that had to do with the
GFCl outl et.
MS. DI ETRICH There's no matches.
MR VANCE: It's in 210, so we have to rol
t hrough the docunment a little bit.
M5S. DIETRICH W're on 205 and | need to go to

2107
MR. VANCE: You are in the wong RDS
MS. DI ETRICH  Ckay.
CHAI R JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here.
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Just a question for the Board Menbers here. Is
t here anyone at disagreement, | think it would be just
the topical view of the itens that are changing, just
bypassi ng the reference code changes? W should | ook at
t he actual code change nade because of these WAC
-- these TAC changes.

Anyone disagree to that?

MR. VANCE: So the actual |anguage in 210
essentially nakes it so that if it's anything within 5
feet of the spray of a showerhead, would be subject to
GCl requirenents, | believe. 1'mgoing strictly off
menory, because | don't have the docunent in front of
me. |It's either 5 or 6 feet, but | believe it's 5 feet.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber G egory Johnson, do
you have a comment ?

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:. |'m not opposed to
bypassing the TAC, but 1'd like to see the change, just
be able to read it. On the Board agenda it was the sane
thing that was displayed. It doesn't appear to have the
i nformation in there.

Wuld it be prudent to, you know, is there a way to
get that sent out now, or some way we can actually see
it?

MR. VANCE: G ve ne about a mnute, and | wll

have the i nfornmation.
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CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber G egory Johnson,
believe it was -- | went through nyself, on our agenda.
If you click on the 2026 National Electric Code, another
WAC anendnents, and then scroll down to where it talks
about the first draft short, | think that's what you are
trying to get to.

MR. VANCE: It is. There's actually a |ayered
draft that's going to be part of the CR-102 filing, and
| believe the first draft doesn't contain one of the
changes. For whatever reason --

MS. DIETRICH  \Wat about this, Larry?

MR VANCE: | want to e-mail it to --

(Crosstal k.)

MR. VANCE: There we go. We have all hands on
deck here. W got it. You were just back at the 210.
There we go.

So displayed on the Board, for nenbers that are
online, or any nenber in the roomthat can't read this,
we are anending this requirenment in the Washi ngton
Adm ni strative Code to read the GFCl requirenments apply
to "all fixed electrical equipnment with exposed grounded
metal parts wthin an encl osed shower area or within 5

feet of the top inside edge of a bathtub."
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This is for roons that don't have any of those
itens it init. In other words, they don't have an
encl osed shower area and they don't have a bathtub in
them we have added this provision here: "O area
subject to spray froma shower." |n other words,
there's no tub, there's no shower enclosure, there's
just -- comng out of the wall is a shower, and it's a
| arge room That's the exact wording we are proposing.

The only wording that's being added are the words
"or area subject to spray froma shower." That's the
extent of that change.

The other change is a definition in 100. So we
woul d go back to the top of the docunent to 100, which
Is the very first part of the document. W are going to
the definition of -- the "equival ent apprenticeship" is
the definition we are going to.

So this term "equival ent apprenticeship progrant
appears two tinmes in RCW19.28. It has to do with being
able to work in Washington, and the other part is --
under RCW 19.28.161 (2)(A) (i), and that's -- that's your
ability to work in Washington if you are in an
equi val ent apprenticeship program

The other provision that's being added is a
provision that allows you to qualify for the exam nation

under RCW19.28.191(1)(CQ(ii). This is just necessary
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to define what "equival ent” neans, and equival ent neans
one that is -- an equivalent -- equivalent
apprenticeship programnmeans one that is party to a
reci procal agreenent recogni zed by the Washington State
Apprenticeship and Training Council under WAC

296- 05-011(3).

So to unpack all that, Washington has Washi ngton's
Apprenticeship Council and is entered into an
apprenticeship reciprocal agreenent with the states of
Oregon and Montana. Really what this neans is
apprentices from Oregon and Montana can work in the
state because those prograns are consi dered equival ent
apprenticeship prograns. They can also qualify for
exam nati ons because equival ent apprenticeship program
used in that section, and this definition applies to
that. It's a very sinple thing, but it's got its own
conplications with it.

Those are the two things | have to share with the
Board that weren't covered under Secretary Barnes'
presentati on.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber G egory Johnson, do
you have a question or conment?

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: | fully support those
changes, they are pretty straightforward.

Did want to note that in the rul emaki ng page and on
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the stuff on the Board packet these changes don't appear
there, which appears to just be an oversight. That RDS
docunent is a different RDS docunment in all locations.

Just for future reference, it would be helpful if
these things were provided in the thing, but that's
mnor. They all |ook Iike straightforward changes.

MR. VANCE: Thank you, Board Menber Johnson.

The other change that you are probably famliar
wth that | did not cover in here is the changes for the
wording for transformer clearances. That's also
| ncorporated in here.

| believe that we can go to that wording that's
under | believe 450, so if we can go to the docunent
down -- there we go. Look at that. There we go.

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: That's TAC proposal 15
that was accepted by overwhel m ng support.

MR. VANCE: Correct. |If you just scroll down,
pl ease. There we go.

As far as transformer clearances, it now says, "a
transformer installed adjacent to any conbusti bl e
surface on a building." W have struck the words that
follow that that say "with any conbustible surface." In
ot her words, we are just changing the order of that to

make it nore clear.

Was there any -- scroll down and see if there's
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anything additional. There we go.

We go ahead and tal k about what -- under B, it says
"a transforner installed adjacent to a three-hour or
greater fire resistance rated assenbly on a building."
Now we are tal king about | believe what fire resistant
structure is, and it's tal king about having no
conbustible surfaces, and it defines the distance within
8 feet of the transfornmer.

So | believe that incorporated the changes that
wer e recommended by the TAC

BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:. |If you scroll up to the
figure, that shows the distances. The distances didn't
change, what changed -- the only thing that was really
changed was the -- there's another figure down bel ow,
but that shows the 8 feet and the other shows the 2 feet
for the nonconbustibl e surface.

Real |y, the only thing that changed is the figure
didn't define the word "nonconbustible," so this is
taking the definition in the National Electric Code for
transformer volts and saying that's what a
nonconbustible surface is. It also takes the sane
definition fromthe International Fire Code on -- for
firewalls and saying that's the standard for a
nonconbusti bl e surface.

MR. VANCE: So the changes that were nade are
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consi stent with those recommended by the TAC.
CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber Kerry Cox.
BOARD MEMBER COX:  Thank you, Chair Jenkins.

If it's possible to go back to the change about the
GFCl and the shower area, please. M intention is not
to get into the mnutia, but sonmetimes punctuation is
necessary for clarity in the field.

I'mlooking at netal parts within an encl osed
shower area or within 5 feet of the top inside edge of a
bat ht ub or area subject to spray froma shower.

Shoul d there be any other punctuation or should --
the 5 feet fromarea subject to spray? | know what our
intentionis, isit's going to be within 5 feet of an
area subject to the spray, but do we need a punctuation
or something nore to be nore clear?

VWhat do you think, Larry?

MR VANCE: | don't know. Are you thinking maybe

you need a colon after the word "of"? And then possibly

a colon after "of" so it read within "5 feet of:"?
BOARD MEMBER COX: Yes, that may be it. O the
top inside edge of a bathtub, or area subject to spray.
That woul d define it clearly, | think, in the field for
clarity.
MR- VANCE: | don't see any problemto making

that change at this point.
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BOARD MEMBER COX: | don't know why anyone woul d
sinply ook at "or the area subject to spray froma
shower” and say, "I wll stick a G-=Cl in the spray of
the shower." | just sinply don't want to have sone
appeal comng to us later on down the |line that says,
"Wl l, the code says."

MR. VANCE: Yeah.

BOARD MEMBER COX: | think the col on does it
perfectly.

Thank you, Larry.

MR VANCE: W will update this draft, this
draft. You mght see the draft come out in the 102
filing of this rule, and that's the proposed | anguage of
the rule prior to having a public hearing and public
I nput on the rule. So in the 103 version, we will have
t he punctuation correct.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Maybe a conmma after the word

"shower," so it would read within 5 feet of, colon, and
then this is your paranmeters, the top edge of the
bat ht ub, or area subject to spray froma shower, and
then we say, "nust have." So, okay. Thank you.

MR. VANCE: Yeah. W can put all the -- it's
interesting. W wll put the punctuation in and see
what the office does. They are actually the punctuation

experts. Sonetimes they say no to things, so we wll
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get this -- these are great suggestions.
CHAI R JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here.
Board Menber Janes Tunel son.

BOARD MEMBER TUMELSON:. Morning. Board Menber
Tunel son here.

Just want to go back to the equival ent
apprenticeship program coments that were nade.

| was interested to knowif it's published anywhere
t here about what those prograns are? | know that you
mentioned Oregon and Montana. You know, | know t hat
question's come up and it's been fluid and changed over
the years, but is that -- is the reciprocity kind of
published? | haven't seen it in quite sone tine.

MR. VANCE: It's published, but that's somnething
that's regul ated under the apprenticeship section of
Departnent of Labor and Industries, and they do have a
document on their website that is the -- | believe they
refer toit as the Tri-State Agreenent. It's a
Tri-State reciprocity agreenent for those three states.

It's not anything that we, under the electrical
| aws and rules, really have anything to do with, it's
just that there is some crossover between electrical and
the apprenticeship side of the house when it comes to
what an equi val ent apprenticeship programis. W don't,

as an electrical section, get to define that w thout
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I nput fromthe apprenticeship side.

| f sonebody were to cone right now from Tennessee
and say, "Hey | want to -- here's ny application for an
electrician exam and | conpleted an equi val ent
apprenticeship program" we are not the ones that are
going to decide whether that's progran s equival ent.
That will go to the apprenticeship section for review

BOARD MEMBER TUMELSON:. Cot it.

Wuld it nake sense to have that code or that
pointer here in this definition, then, to, you know,
hey, this is where -- while this is the definition of
it, this is the location in which it is, you know, kind
of spelled out, if you wll.

MR VANCE: It's hard to point to a PDF.

BOARD MEMBER TUMELSON: It's just a PDF, okay.

MR. VANCE: W are pointing to WAC 296-05-011(3),
which is the allowance for reciprocal agreenments under
t he apprenticeship |aws and rul es.

BOARD MEMBER TUMELSON:. Perfect. Thank you for
that clarification.

MR. VANCE: Yeah.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber Erick Lee.

BOARD MEMBER LEE: Thank you, Chair Jenkins.

Larry, a little nmore clarification on this just for

me. So the intent for this equival ent apprenticeship
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programis an apprenticeship has their hours recognized
that they worked in Montana or Oregon, and the intent is
they got their 8,000 hours, or they conpleted an
equi val ent apprenticeship program
The idea isn't that they go and travel for a while

and have those hours count towards Washington State's
test, this is nore along the lines of they conpleted a
program or worked enough hours that they could sit for
the general 01 examin Washington State; is that right?

MR. VANCE: Yes. They would qualify under
191(1)(c)(ii), under the equival ent apprenticeship path
to qualifying for Washington State el ectrician exam
journey-level electrician exam Any ot her
apprenticeship is not deemed equivalent, it would be
subject to -- it's not saying it can't be, it would just
be subject to review by the apprenticeship section.

BOARD MEMBER LEE: Understood. Thank you

CHAIR JENKINS: Any other questions for Larry
Vance, Board Menbers?

SECRETARY BARNES: Secretary Barnes.

| have a clarification or correction. There is one

more section that was nodified due to the TAC
Comm ttee's proposal, 706.

MR VANCE: (nh, yes.

SECRETARY BARNES: This is the design review
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requirenent, and is a new section of the WAC

MS. DIETRICH  This?

MR VANCE: And it's verbatiml| think to the --

SECRETARY BARNES: Exactly. The proposal is the
sanme | anguage we use in EV systens and other parallel
syst ens.

MR. VANCE: | believe you are there at 706. WAC
296- 46B- 706. See where it says new section? That's why
it's not conpletely underlined. So there it is. |
believe that's verbatimfromthe proposed.

SECRETARY BARNES. Ri ght.

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins.

Any questions fromthe Board concerning this
section?

MR. VANCE: Just for information, this version
that we are | ooking at currently is soon to be filed as
the 102 version, which is the proposed rule. | believe
that's happening here on the 4th of August, right.
That's -- the filing of the 102 will start the official
public coment period. There's a public hearing that's
schedul ed, so we will be noving forward with the
amendnents to the WAC based on the al ready-adopted 2026
National Electric Code that's effective on Decenber 31
2026. That's the chain of events.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber G egory Johnson
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BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON:  Yeah. | don't think any
change is needed or any action for this comment, because
| think everybody in the industry pretty much
understands the design review, which is kind of the sane
as for solar systens. And you al so have design revi ew
docunentation for, like, education facilities and al
that kind of stuff.

| have -- sonetinmes you have homeowners who are
trying to DY and do it thenselves and pull permts, and
sonetinmes they get caught up in not understanding the
design review. Doesn't nmean you are hiring a third
party to reviewit, it nmeans you are doing all the
drawi ngs and cal cul ations and having it avail able for
the electrical inspector to reviewit. | ran across
that sonetines, because when we have honeowners try to
do it and they don't understand what to do.

| don't know if you have any infornational info on
pulling permts to kind of clarify that for honeowners.
Chances are, if they're not famliar with the process,
they' re not capable of actually doing the cal culations
anyways.

SECRETARY BARNES: In Section 100 of the WAC, WAC
296- 46B- 100, we expl ain what the design review
requirenents are. You are right; there's probably

honeowners that may not know how to do those things.
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This is |ike many ot her things.
We can't design things for people. They are not
capabl e of doing that. They should probably seek
pr of essi onal gui dance for those things. There are
several online products that help with that, including
when you purchase things fromsolar distributors, yes.
BOARD MEMBER JOHNSON: | agree. W don't need a

change, | think the WACis clear. | just wonder if it's
worthwhile to put sonme nore clarity on the site saying,
"If you are not famliar with this, hire a
professional ," or sonething. Because we have ran across
guestions of -- you know what | nean?

And | have directed nmultiple individuals, saying,
"1 reconmend you hire someone, you know, either a
| i censed electrician who installs these things or hire
an engi neer."

MR. VANCE: W appreciate what are you sayi ng.

It's always a challenge to try to train the one-off
person. |I'mnot sure if that's conpletely possible. W
try to make every attenpt to comunicate things |like the
Current newsletter, but people who read the Currents
newsl etter are typically involved in the industry
al r eady.

CHAI R JENKINS: Board Menber Kerry Cox.

BOARD MEMBER COX:  Thank you, Chair Jenkins.
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Question for Larry. The docunent we are seeing in
front of us we have been reviewing, |'mtrying to find
that on the L& electrical website. |Is that available?

| happened to see sonething as you were scrolling
down wi th communi cations in Section 800, and it |ooks
li ke a new section. I'mtrying to [ocate that so | can
reviewit fromthe website.

MR VANCE: It is not filed yet. It will be
filed on the 4th. Wat we wanted to do is present the
format that will be -- the latest format wthout the
Board Menmber Cox edits.

BOARD MEMBER COX: Did | see sonmething in
Section 800 that was new | anguage or added | anguage?

MR. VANCE: No. There's punctuation that Board
Menber Cox has pointed out needs to be there --

BOARD MEMBER COX: | was seeing in the docunent
as it was scrolled down -- yeah. There's a new | anguage
outsi de and entering buildings.

MR. VANCE: That is one of the -- it is nothing
more than a title change to conformto the title that's
now used for 800 in the 2026 National Electric Code.

BOARD MEMBER COX: In the new code book, okay.

MR. VANCE: Reference change only. There are
others in this document as well, but at the beginning of

this presentation we tal ked about naybe foregoing those
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detail s.
BOARD MEMBER COX:  Thank you for the
clarification, Larry.
CHAIR JENKINS: Are there any other questions
fromthe Board Menbers?
Anything el se there, Larry Vance?
MR. VANCE: Thank you very nuch.

RULEMAKI NG UPDATES AND REVI EW L&l STAFF
CR-102 PROPOSED RULE LANGUAGE FOR ADM NI STRATORS,
EVI TP, AND EXAM NATI ONS. FI NAL RULES (CR-103)

CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you. W are noving on to
part B of rul emaki ng and update, and | believe that --

MR. LATHROP: That's ne.

CHAIR JENKINS: Qur other technical specialist
for our constructions, yeah. Floor is yours. Good
mor ni ng.

MR, LATHROP: This is Lorin Lathrop, ECI5 with
t he Departnent.

|'mgoing to give you an update on rul emaki ng we
have been working on for about a year now. Back in a
| egi sl ative session of 2025, Substitute Senate Bill 5528
established a requirement for any type of public work

i nvolving electric vehicle infrastructure required an
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EVITP certification as well. This is a third-party
certification. |It's outside of our control, or out of
our system but it is required for those situations.

In response to that, we have put forward and
created a new section in the WAC, 296-46B-941, to
address the issues that cone about fromthat. Things
| i ke how do we enforce this, what's the requirenment. |f
ot her prograns come forward and say, "Hey, we are
equi valent to EVITP," how do we then establish that
equi val ency?

That's been really the challenge, because EVITP is
a trademarked term and so this really pointed at a
single -- pointed at a single programand then trying to
figure out what everything | ooks |ike.

That's what this does, is trying to make the | aw
enforceable and interpret it for our custoners and our
stakehol ders. | will pause there. It's not a very |ong
section. W can display it, but | think it's pretty
self-evident, in ny opinion, but I think we can read
through it if you have questions.

The second half of this rulemaking was to clean up
our |anguage for adm nistrator exanms. One of the things
that we have seen is that the experience for
adm ni strator exam candi dates is not the sane as the

experience for electrician certification exans. So we
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wanted to -- that's where we started, at |east, and we
started to | ook at those proposals, how do we make the
two processes | ook simlar.

Rul emaki ng has taken a while because we ran into a
few conplications wth establishing some conputer
pat hways and some website interfaces in order for us to
make the adm ni strator exam application |ook |ike the
ot her.

We had to pivot a little bit, but we have taken
parts of that out. \Wat we have done is that we have
I ncreased the approval w ndow for all exans, neaning
right now if someone wants to take an exam they apply
with us, and they have one year to conplete that exam
We woul d |ike to nmake the change to two years to give
peopl e nore of an opportunity to get through that
w ndow, and al so give our staff an opportunity. W are
not repeatedly seeing these people again, giving them
more tinme to get it done. Not increasing our paperwork
and ki nd of busywork.

The other thing, we are decreasing the w ndow of
when you can take it. So if | do go in and take an exam
and fail it today, after nmy third fail, it is 90 days
fromthat fail, that third failing of the exam to when
| can take that examagain. W are reducing that w ndow

to 60 days.
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Part of the reason for that is that we have an
obligation to offer the examfour tinmes a year, set
forth in rule, so we want to -- at 90 days, we get
really close, especially when they are in that 90-day
w ndow every three nonths, not being able to neet that
requirenent. If we limt it to 60, it makes sure we are
In the opportunity for those candidates to take the exam
i n a reasonabl e wi ndow that neets the statutory
requi renent.

The other thing that we did, and this has been the
one that we put a lot of tine into, is we rewirked the
accommodati on | anguage for exans. The reason for the
rework is we discovered we were getting -- we didn't
want to put ourselves in between a requirenment that's
already federally mandated in sone rule or law -- sone
rule that we put in that nakes it so that soneone can't
get sonmething that's protected by an ADA and
accommodation. W have taken that |anguage out. Not
t hat accommodation for examis no |onger available, but
it isnowinline wth the federal regulations. W are
not inthe mddle of it, and it gives the candi date sone
more guarantees to that.

What we have done is put a placehol der at the
federal requirements for acconmodati on for exam whet her

that's | anguage, any other kind of disability, or
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anything they need. And that allows us to get out of
the way, essentially.

The other thing it does is it allows us, with a new
| anguage, it allows whoever our testing vendor is, it
allows themto adm nister that accommodation based on
the fact that they already have to, by their own
standards and by federal law, so it's elimnating a step
for our custoners. They are no |onger having to cal
us, ask us -- e-mail us, ask for an acconodati on, we
reviewit, we then send it. Wen they schedule the

exam they get to talk to the testing vendor and they

get to address those issues. It gets us out of the
m ddl e.
That's it in a nutshell. | would entertain any

questions or anyt hing.

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins here.

Any concerns or questions for this update, part B?
Seei ng and hearing none.

MR VANCE: One thing. The CR-102 is being filed
next -- it's been filed, thank you. Thank you. It was
filed. So we are getting ready for public conment.

CHAI R JENKINS: Anything el se?

MR. VANCE: | believe our web page -- this is
Larry Vance, Electrical Inspector 5 -- our website is

updated with the information on the CR-102 filing and
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the public hearing and public comrent period.
CHAIR JENKINS: Thank you very nuch. |
appreciate that.
Agai n, any questions? If not, we wll nove on.
Thank you very nuch.

Moving on to |egislative updates.

LEG SLATI VE UPDATE, L& STAFF

MR. VANCE: We don't have much in terns of
| egi sl ative updates. W are in the process of
| mpl enenting behavioral nmental health apprenticeship
bill that was passed, so we are in the process of trying
to inplement that. |t affects us alittle bit sooner
than it does the apprenticeship; the apprenticeship
requirenents don't take effect for a year.

And just for anyone who is unclear on what this is,
it's just the ability to have four hours of CEU
requirenments that are allowed to be behavioral or nental
heal t h awar eness.

Q herwi se, within the agency, we are | ooking at
agency-sponsored legislation for what's comng in the
next session.

CHAIR JENKINS: Questions fromthe Board?

Looks |i ke you have the next section of your
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report. Before we get there, | want to the point out
sonet hi ng.

We have a pretty, | wll say, great system here,
where we have a | ot of people dedicated to our program
so much so that we have sone people here, for instance,
our previous, previous chief, Steve Thornton is joining
us today, | believe in our audience. And also Bob
Thomas, one of our |ongtine supervisors from Tumnat er,
and | believe online currently is Wayne Ml esworth. So
this kind of proves our program has been very val ued
system And | want to thank you all for what you have
done in the past also. Thank you.

Gven that, | wll nove on to our Item Nunber 10.

Secretary's report.

SECRETARY’ S REPORT, RANDY BARNES

SECRETARY BARNES: Right. Secretary Barnes.
provided the secretary report for this nonth.

The budget report includes data fromthe Board of
the fiscal year 2026 through July 1, 2025. Dated the
end of the year fiscal accounting June 2026 data i s not
-- it's inconplete. And as we pointed out earlier, this
could be nodified for June, $200,000 to $300, 000 in

expenditures, while all the accounts are being settl ed.
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It's not reflected in this report, and it will reduce
the electrical fund bal ance reported bel ow

The Departnment continues to have revenue reporting
di screpancies that we are still working to resol ve.

When these get resolved, we will provide a full account,
el ectrical fund bal ance and revenue. Data reported here
I's not conplete, but we want to share with the Board
where we are at at this current tinme.

The el ectrical fund balance as of June 30, 2026,
was $7,539, 652, which, for reference, is about
two- and- a- hal f times our average nonthly operating
expenditures. The average nonthly operating expenditure
for fiscal year 2026 was $2, 938, 755, which, for
reference, is -- conpared to $2,932,744 for the sane
period |ast year. This is about a .2 percent increase.

Average nonthly revenue for fiscal year 2026 was
$2, 373,184, conpared to $3, 360,095 for the sane period
| ast year. For reference, that's a 29 percent decrease.
Part of the reason is our reporting discrepancy, and
also is possibly a slight reduction.

June 2026 customer service information. 44,615
permts were sold |ast quarter, and 98.7 percent of
t hose were processed online, which is an increase of
.1 percent fromlast quarter. And 99 percent of

contractor permts are sold online, which is an increase
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of .1 percent fromlast quarter as well.

Honeowners online sales for the quarter is 84
percent, which is a 1.7 percent increase fromthe
previous quarter. Online inspection requests is at
71.8 percent for the quarter, which is about a
1.7 percent decrease fromlast quarter. During this
quarter, custoners made -- 92.8 percent of |icense
renewal s were online, which is about a .8 percent
I ncrease fromlast quarter

Sone of our key neasures or scorecard indicators.
Nunber one, percent of inspections performed within
24 hours of request. In 2025, we were at 81 percent,
and 2026 we were at 82 percent.

Second item percent of inspections perforned
wi thin 48 hours of request. The goal is 94 percent. In
2025, we were at 93 percent, and in 2026 we are at
92 percent.

Total inspections perfornmed in fiscal year 2025 was
263, 159. For fiscal year 2026, 257,111. Virtual
| nspections perforned in that same period for 2025 was
50,635, and for fiscal year 2026 was 55, 884.

The nunber of citations for 2025, we had 1,219 for
the field teans, and 3,604 for our ECORE and audit
teans, for a total of 4,823. There are sone provisional

statenents with this, so |l wll get to that in just a
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second. Currently we have processed for -- excuse ne.
For 2026, we have 524 for the field, and 817 for ECORE
and audit, for a total of 1,341,

Part of what you do not see are citations that have
been witten, which is the note you see at the bottom of
the report, which is matrix citations not reported, are
4,236 citations, and that is due to staffing, which we
will get toin just a mnute.

Currently, we have a staffing shortage, as you have
been told before, since 2024. W are currently fully
staffed nowin the citation desk; we are nearing
training. Training for citation desk processing and
appeals is a very conplicated. It's not an easy
training process, and our citation processing actually
goes down because the trainers who were doing the
process are now al so providing the training and
doubl e- checki ng and | ooki ng through the work that the
new staff has gone through.

We are making about a week's worth of progress, |
think, that we have gained fromthe |ast neeting,
meani ng that we have citations pending from August
-- yeah. W still have citations not processed from
August 2025. Again, we are fully staffed, and that
staff is getting nmuch closer to being where they can

effectively affect those nunbers on their own.
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| nspection stops per inspections per day. This is
a workl oad indicator of approximtely how many stops
each inspector is. 2025, we were at 11.7. Currently,
In 2026, we are at 11.09.

Serious electrical corrections that would result in
di sconnection. In 2025 it was 33,622. W have | owered
that to 30,918 for 2026.

Turnaround tine for the average plan review
Currently -- in 2025 was 1.4 days. Currently, it is
four days, which is still well within the 1.6 weeks or
10-day goal. W have definitely seen a slight uptick in
the workl oad for plan review

Pl an pages reviewed for 2025, 4,763, conpared to
currently 4,802.

El ectrical licenses, citations, anmusenent rides.

O, as we like to call them recreational conveyances.

As of July 30, 2026, there are approxinmately 2,500
items waiting for processing by the licensing team O
those itens waiting, about 1,800 are affidavits of
experience. Again, the backlog we faced in the citation
desk, it's a very simlar issue that we had with the
short-staffing in our |icensing.

In addition to processing docunents for |icensing,
staff are responsible for answering all of the incom ng

calls, which, you can inmagine, with a backlog of
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| i censing, there are phone calls for people wanting to
know what's going on with their |icense and application.
Between April 1st and June 30th of 2026, the team
received just over 4,900 calls. This does not include
calls nade to staff nmenbers' direct lines or outbound
calls to custoners.

Three citations, anusenent rides, and appeal s
program speci al i st positions have been filled, and we
are still working on training. One of the individuals
moved -- that previously worked in the custonmer service
moved into a | eadership role. They continue to support
the licensing teamin this training of our six new hired
customer service, so we currently have now nine |icensed
custoner service positions that have been filled.

We are also in the process with them Licensing
staff is very conplicated position, as you guys know.
You | ook through all the WAC and RCW here. |nmgine
that the licensing staff has to learn all of those
t hensel ves and any exceptions or rules.

Due to the amount of new staffing training,
response tinmes are significantly del ayed and sone of the
wor k streanms have been tenporarily paused because of our
ability to work fast.

Any questions, conments, concerns?

CHAIR JENKINS: Chair Jenkins.
Page 104

,:A Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

N N N N NN B B P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © O N O o A W N B O

Electrical Board Meeting
Transcript of Proceedings - July 30, 2026

Any questions fromthe Board?
Seei ng none. Thank you very much. Appreciate

that. It's a long discussion; a lot of stuff there.

PUBLI C COMMENT REGARDI NG | TEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

All right. W are noving on to our public coment.
| think we are there. Looks |ike we have one person
si gned in.

Wayne Mol esworth. A comment? The floor is yours.

MR, MOLESWORTH: Thank you, M. Chair. Trying to

see if | can get ny canera to work. It looks like it
I S.

| appreciate you calling on me. Thank you, Chair,
t hank you, Board. Good norning, Board. | think nost of
you thought you woul dn't have to put up with ne again,
so I'msorry to disappoint you.

| wanted to say that Jason, you stole a little bit
of ny thunder, because | really wanted to say that |
appreci ated that past Chief M. Thornton and supervisor
are there wth us today, and wanted to point out that
that just points out that we are very concerned about
the program even after retirement. W are always going
to stay in touch, because this has been all of our lives

for such along time, and it's a very inportant part of
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public service that you guys actually portray.

| wanted to talk a little bit nmore to some of the
newer nenbers, but when we | ook at the Board and the
Board's actions, it's inportant that we work in an
obj ective atnosphere. Sonme of the things that we see is
that you actually help to maintain the [aws and the
rul es of Washington through the appeals, |ike the one
you heard today. Wen we nake deci sions based on
opi nions and not based on the | aw, we weaken those
rul es.

So | do appreciate you. And the decisions you have
made in the past, when | was the chief, and decisions
you made today really nake a huge difference in our
programand allow us to continue to serve the public and
ensure the safety of the residents of the State of
Washington, and to nake sure that the right people are
doing the right work, and they're doing it right.

| also wanted to say that, you know, in Iistening
to the way we | ook at RCW and WACs, when you go to
approve RCW and WACs, what | would hope -- and sorry
for my bad throat today -- is that you consider | ooking
at whether or not these things are subjective or
obj ective. \Wen we have 130 inspectors, |eads, and

supervi sors naki ng deci si ons on what sonething nmeans, it

can be very hard. It's hard for the contractors to al so
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under stand what that neans.

"Il give you a quick exanple with the shower thing
we tal ked about today. How do we know what the spray
I's, because we don't know what the shower configuration
mght be at the time of rough-in. W are not sure where
that m ght go. Wen you | ook at those types of things,
we need to make sure that we have an objective thing
that we can go off of to ensure that when sonebody
questions us, we have sonmething to fall back on.

You guys al ways make good deci sions, and you al ways
| ook at those things clearly. | wish | was sitting
there wwth you. M. Barnes is going to do a wonderful
job for you. | think he's probably got dedication, bar
none, to the programand wll do everything to ensure
that he's effective for the programand for you at the
same tine.

Just wanted to say thank you and throw a little bit
of ny opinion in there, whichis normal, right. Sorry.
' m | ooking over here at you and not at ny canera, but
you guys have a wonderful day, and thank you very much.

CHAI R JENKINS: Chair Jenkins.

Thank you very nuch, | appreciate that.

Any nore people for public comment? Online, do we
have anyone public comment?

Going once. Going twice. Gkay. So the Chair
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woul d entertain a nmotion to end the Washi ngton
El ectrical Board neeting.
BOARD MEMBER NORD: Board Menber Nord, notion.
CHAIR JENKINS: W have a notion. Do we have a
second?
BOARD MEMBER LEE: Board Menber Lee, second.
CHAIR JENKINS: W got a notion and a second.
Any di scussi on? Hearing none.

Al in favor, say "aye."

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAIR JENKINS: Any opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIR JENKINS: Motion passes.

(Concl uded at 12:13 p.m)

Page 108

MR, Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. scheduling@capitolpacificreporting.com

800.407.0148


https://www.capitolpacificreporting.com

© o0 N o o A~ w N P

S
=)

=
N

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Electrical Board Meeting
Transcript of Proceedings - July 30, 2026

CERTI FI CATE

I, RACHEL WOOD, a Certified Stenographic Court
Reporter in and for the State of Washi ngton, residing at
Victoria, BC, do hereby certify;

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before ne
and thereafter reduced to a typed fornat under ny
direction; that the transcript is a full, true and
conpl ete transcri pt of said proceedi nhgs consisting of
Pages 1 t hrough 109;

That as a CCRin this state, | am bound by the Rul es
of Conduct as Codified in WAC 308-14-130; that court
reporting arrangenents and fees in this case are offered
to all parties on equal terns;

That | amnot a relative, enployee, attorney or
counsel of any party to this action, or relative or
enpl oyee of any such attorney or counsel, and | am not
financially interested in the said action or the outcone
t her eof ;

That upon conpl etion of signature, if required, the
original transcript wll be securely sealed and the sane
served upon the appropriate party.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 10th day of August, 2026.

Fochad (Ut

Rachel Wbod, CCR No. 24025777
Certified Stenographic Reporter
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