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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES 
Prevailing Wage 

PO Box 44540 • Olympia, Washington 985044540 
Phone:(360) 902-5335 Facsimlle:(360) 902·5300 

October 3. 20 14 

Mr. Eric J. Martinson 
Sheet Metal Workers Local 66 
11831 Beverly Park Rd. 
Building 8-2 
Everett, W A 98204 

Rc: Determi nation Request - Preva ili ng Wage Rate fo r STP Tempora ry Ve ntil at ion Duct Work 

Mr. Marti nson, 

Thank yo u for your email to the previolls Industrial Stati s tician. Ann Selover. on 
August 26, 20 13 requesting a determi nat io n of the prope r classificat ion o f labor under 
chaptcr 39. 12 RCW ror the setting of a temporary air duct to ventil ate the Deep Bore Tunnel 
during construction. I ap prec iate yo ur pati ence in await ing my response. The answe r below is 
based on the facts presented. If the facts arc different. the answer could be diflcrent. 

Chapter 39.12 RCW req uires that the correc t prevailing rate o f wage be paid to all workers. 
labore rs and mechan ics under all public works construction proj ects. Thi s is a determination of 
the Industrial Stati stician rega rding which preva iling wage rate is required to be paid to wo rkers 
perfo rming the work d iscussed in your email and in this letler and is made pursuant 10 

RCW 39. 12.0 I S. Sec the enclosed doc umen t. " Prevai ling Wage Determination Req uest and 
Review Process'" Copies of the RCWs and WACs referenced in thi s letter arc also enclosed. 

As part o f my review. on August 12, 20 14 [ vis ited the Deep Bore Tunnel construction si te in 
order to view the ventil at ion duc l. Greg Hauser was gracious enough 10 answer my quest ions 
and to escort me onto the s ile. into the tun nel and into Bertha, the tunnel bo ring mac hine (TBM). 
I a lso reviewed the relevant scope o f work desc riptions. which are di scussed below. 

Your spec ific quest io n involves sheet meta l duc ts located oUls ide and jus t above the lunnel. 
where the vent ilation machines are located. T wo vane axial fans. located outside the tunnel at 
ground level just above the tunnel near the launch pit. blow air into two angled (square or 
rectangular) sheet meta l ducts which channel the moving ai r into a sing le round nex ible duct 
wh ich is made o f a fabric o r rubber-type material. This nexible ro und duct. approxi mately 90 
inches in d iameter. then turns the ai r approximately 180 deg re~s and directs the ai r into the 
tunnel. This round nex ible fabric/rubber duct terminates at the tunnel boring machine. Your 
specific question. as you described it in our phone conve rsation. relates 10 app li cable prevai li ng 
rate o r wage for the fabrica tion and ins tallation o f the square or rectangular sheet metal duct 
pieces attached to the fan un its o uts ide the tunnel which direct Ihe moving air into the round 
nex ible ducl. 
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For the purpose of distinguishing between the work of the many variolls prevai li ng wage trades 
and occupations unde r Chapte r 39. 12 Re\V. the department has adopted scope o f work 
descriptions which arc found withi n Chapter 296-1 27 \V AC. 

The Sheel Metal Worker scope of work desc ription (WAC 296-1 27-01 372) di sc lisses the 
condi tioning, altering and insta lling of ventil at ion duct in a comprehensive fash ion. No other 
prevail ing wage scope of work desc ript ion desc ri bes thi s wo rk . Therefore. the work in question 
fall s within the scope of work description for Sheel Metal Worker. Accordingly. the Sheet Metal 
Worker prevailing wage is required for the installation of the metal ducl. 

The same Sheet Meta l Worker prevaili ng wage would al so apply to' the fabricat ion or that meta l 
duct, if the duct is a nonstandard item fabricated spec ifi ca ll y for that project. I suspect it is a 
nonstandard item fabrica ted speci ficall y for that project. I f a di spu tc arises regardi ng whether 
the duct in quest ion is a nonstandard item produced specifica ll y for that projcc t. please direct the 
parti es to my attent ion so that I might resolve that prevailing wage rate questi on. 

S in cerel~ 

C 
illl P. Chri stensen 

Industri al Statisti cian 
Washington State Department of Labor and Industri es 

Cc: Dave Myers, Executi ve Secretary 
Washi ngton State Building and Construction Trades Council 

Robert Abbott. Representative 
Labo rers Intemational Union o f North America 


