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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 

OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Department of Labor & Industries (L&I)  

Subject of possible rule making: Self-Insurance Financial Rules. Chapter 296-15 WAC, Workers’ Compensation Self-
Insurance Rules and Regulations.  

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject:  RCWs 51.14.010 through 51.14.095 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish:  
The purpose of this rulemaking is to update the rules for the financial qualification and maintenance of self-insurance 
certification, so that these rules are consistent with modern business practices.  Existing rules will be amended, and new 
sections may be added. 
 
Existing rules are dated and out of alignment with industry best practices.  
 
The key objectives of the rulemaking effort are to:  

• Ensure self-insured employers can accurately and timely provide workers’ compensation benefits to their workers;  

• Protect and safeguard the Insolvency Trust Fund;  

• Promote transparency for L&I actions when a firm is placed on financial watch; 

• Make the rules relevant to current financial conditions and business models; and  

• Create efficient and adaptable standards for employers’ overall financial management. 
  

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies: No other state, local, or federal agency regulates this subject. 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

☐  Negotiated rule making 

☐  Pilot rule making 

☐ Agency study 

☒ Other (describe) L&I is working collaboratively with representatives from the self-insured employer and labor 

communities throughout this rulemaking process. A public hearing will be held after the proposal is filed. 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication by contacting: 

 (If necessary) 

Name: Brian Schmidlkofer Name:       

Address: 310 Israel Road SE, Tumwater, WA, 98501 Address:       

Phone: 360-902-6839  Phone:       

Fax: 360-902-6900 Fax:       

TTY:       TTY:       

Email: Brian.Schmidlkofer@Lni.wa.gov  Email:       

Web site: www.Lni.wa.gov  Web site:       

Other: https://Lni.wa.gov/insurance/self-insurance/about-
self-insurance/ 

Other:       
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Additional comments:       

Date: November 17, 2020 

 

Name: Joel Sacks 
 

Title: Director 

Signature: 

 

 


