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Tethered Machine Creates a Hazard for Hand Fallers

In August of 2017, two timber fallers were hired to fall trees that a tethered machine
could not cut. The fallers packed their gear to two alder trees that were to be hand
felled. They assessed the situation and found it to be unsafe. The trees were brushed
in and had been struck by trees felled by the tethered machine. A large limb had
broken off of one tree and was laying against the other standing tree. The fallers made
the right choice and did not fall the trees due to the hazardous situation.

Photo 1. Broken limb creating a hazard for fallers Photo 2. Brushed-in tree (photo not from site)

Recommendations:
e When possible, mark out areas to be hand felled and allow the fallers to work first.
e Fall trees into the open and do not rub timber that has to be hand felled.

¢ If brush or timber are piled against standing timber, clean the area up for the hand
fallers.

e When planning units to be felled with a tethered machine, communicate with hand
fallers to ensure that they can do their work safely.

e If you see a hazardous situation, speak up! Walk away if the work can't be done
safely.
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